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2025: Here’s To The

Changing

ere’s to the merging of summer and fall
Hwhen change is an invitation to adven-
ture. It’s time to try out a trail or visit a
village or go back to a haunt that once held great

meaning. It’s time to enjoy the last events of the
season....without the crowds.

Here’s to the colors that climb up the hills,
attracting leaf peepers from far and wide and
inspiring viewers who are near.

by Esther |. Perne

Adult loon rafting. Photo by: Dick Greenan

Here’s to the waters that stay warm through
September, granting summer lingerers extra time
to swim and to boat and to soak up the peaceful-
ness of the lakes.

Here’s to the sun that sets ever lower and further
north but continues to provide beams that warm

and sunsets that dazzle.

Here’s to the wildlife that have sent off the sea-

of The Seasons

son’s young, that flock to migrate or forage to
overwinter or sociably raft (loonstyle) before
heading to the coast.

Here’s to the memories that wait to be made,
memories of two amazing seasons merging.

Here’s to an awesome end of summer. Here’s to a
happy fall.

POWERED 8 MIERCURY

Join us...and help
protect our lakes!
Please support our
Loon Preservation Project.

Belgrade Lakes Association

137 Main Street, Belgrade Lakes, Maine 04918
207-512-5150 « www.belgradelakesassociation.org
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Fall is For Fairs

aine has some of the best agricultural fairs in
New England and some of the oldest in the
country. With 25 fairs of varying sizes and duration
on the annual schedule, there are many opportuni-
ties to enjoy exhibits, midways, educational dis-
plays, competitions and entertainment. Popular fall
fairs convenient to central Maine include:
Windsor Fair: August 23-September 1
Clinton Lions Agricultural Fair:
September 4-7
Litchfield Fair: September 5-7
New Portland Lion’s Fair: September 12-14
Farmington Fair: September 14-20
Common Ground Country Fair:
September 19-21
Fryeburg Fair: September 28-October 5

Water Dance Farm in Belgrade

family farm, a working farm, Water

Dance Farm is making its niche in
the Belgrade community by offering
wholesome fresh produce, fresh eggs,
pasture-raised poultry, baked goods,
flowers, antiques and events and play-
groups (which include the owner
Aurore’s 3 sons, two toddlers and baby
born this summer.)

Formerly Winterberry Farm, this
beautiful historic site has a new 3-gener-
ation team and some exciting changes -
the barn is available for event space and
the sale of antiques, playgroups are
offered every Wednesday and Friday
from 9 am-11 am, and CSA shares,
which will start in 2026, will be offered
as mini shares (10 weeks), full shares (20
weeks) and mixed shares (20 weeks).
The mixed share CSA will be a blend of
fresh, seasonal vegetables and beautiful,
locally grown flowers.

For more information contact 713-
3737 or WaterDanceFarm@gmail.com or
stop by the roadside stand at 538
Augusta Road, which is open seven
days a week to meet the farmers:
Aurore, Nick, Jen and Kacey and their
families and shop for baked goods, pro-
duce, flowers and whatever is in season.

Photo by Ethan Perne
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Norridgewock’s Great Labor
Day Weekend Celebration

he 52nd annual Oosoola Days in Norridgewock combines the best of

two great celebration locations: Central Maine Regional Airport on
Sunday, August 31 and Oosoola Park on the Kennebec River on Monday,
Septembr 1. The celebrations will be preceeded by an Open House at
Oosoola Park on Saturday, August 30

Sunday, August 31 - Central Maine Regional Airport (603 Airport Rd.,
Norridgewock)

¢ 7:00 - 11:30 am. Pancake Breakfast. $8 per plate. All proceeds to benefit
the Sandy River Flying Club.

¢ 8:00 am. 5k and Fun Run, sponsored by Maine Roof Solutions. No entry
fee! Registration begins at 7:45. Prized awarded for fun run and four age
groups in the 5k

¢ 8:00 am to dusk. Plane Rides by Morgan Aviation. $30 per seat

¢ 9:00 am - 1:00 pm. Petting Zoo and Pony Rides sponsored by
Skowhegan Savings Bank.

¢ 10:00 am - 1:00 pm. Live Music by Matt Gagnon sponsored by Nickerson
Yard Maintenance & Hardware.

¢ 10:30 am. Cornhole Tournament. sponsored by Waste Management. No
entry fee! Bring your own partner. 1st place team: $300; Runner-up: $100

¢ 2:00 pm. Candy Drop, sponsored by Morgan Aviation and Gale

Associates

Monday, September 1 - Downtown & Oosoola Park

¢ 9:00 am. Oosoola Days Parade. lineup begins at 8:30am at Mill Stream
Elementary School. Parade starts at 9 and runs from the school, down Main
Street, to Oosoola Park

¢ 10:00 am. Opening Ceremonies. let the fun begin as we welcome guests
of all ages to participate in a day full of fun at Oosoola Park on the
Kennebec River.

¢ 10:00 am - 1:00 pm. Mr. Drew & His Animals Too, sponsored by the
Norridgewock Public Library

* 10:30 am. Horseshoe Tournament. sponsored by the Lambert's Auto
Body. No entry fee! 1st place team: $300; 2nd place: $100.

¢ 12:00 noon. Historical Society Duck Drop. Purchase ducks for $5 each at
the Norridgewock Town Office during normal hours or you can purchase
from the Historical Society's table at the airport on 8/31 or in Oosoola Park
on 9/1 until 11:00 am.

¢ 12:05 - 1:00 pm. Magic Fred the Musician. sponsored by the Olver
Associates. Join Magic Fred for his high-energy, interactive magic show
that will keep the whole family laughing, engaged, and amazed. He'll be
performing under the gazebo at Oosoola Park!

¢ 1:00 pm. Annual Frog Race. Bring your own frog! Last chance to sign up
is at 12:30. Children's race will begin first, followed by intermediate and

adult races.

Join us at:

https://www.mcgrathpond-salmonlake.org

Protect the Place you Love:
The Belgrade Lakes

Please give generously to the
2025 Annual Fund
Your Donation Matters!

Mail a check or give online at
www. Tlakesalliance.org/donate
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Do We Need to Worry About Gloeotrichia?

Matt Farragher, Lake Scientist, 7 Lakes Alliance

f you have been out on

Great Pond, Long Pond or
Messalonskee Lake recently,
you may have noticed small
green particles drifting in the
water or collecting along the
shore. This is a type of
cyanobacteria called
gloeotrichia echinulata that
has been showing up in high
numbers this

“Gloeo” emerges in late-
summer and can form dense
scums or mats along shore-
lines, particularly in coves
and downwind areas. Gloeo
can accumulate near your
shore one day and dissipate the next day, making gloeo a challenge to predict
and monitor. Often considered a nuisance algae, gloeo can cause skin irritation
and rashes for some swimmers. As gloeo dies, it breaks down and has the poten-
tial to release toxic chemicals. Although we have not detected any toxins in our
testing, caution is still warranted. The lake science team at 7 Lakes Alliance rec-
ommends avoiding contact with water where dense accumulations of gloeo are
present. Children and dogs should be kept out of areas with dense accumula-
tions to avoid ingesting water, and swimmers should take a shower with fresh or
filtered water and soap after swimming in water with gloeo.
Why is This Happening?
Gloeo has been appearing more frequently and at higher abundances in

recent years in otherwise clear, low-nutrient lakes across North America and

Europe, including several of the Belgrade lakes. Warming water temperatures
has lead to earlier and more severe depletion of oxygen on the bottom of lakes,
which triggers phosphorus to be released from lake sediments and into the water

Gloeotrichia (pronounced “glee-oh-tricky-ah”) echinulata.

where it becomes available
for algae. Phosphorus is the
most important nutrient that
initiates excess algae growth
in our lakes. The gloeo
spores develop in the bot-
tom waters near sediment
containing phosphorus, then
float to the surface where
they reproduce and can be
distributed horizontally by
wind-driven water currents.
What Can We Do About
Gloeo?

The Lake Science team at
7 Lakes Alliance has been
monitoring gloeo progres-
sion regularly, and our volunteer monitors have been tracking abundances
around the lakes as well. The solutions for the lakes start on the land. Erosion
control is one of the most effective ways to reduce the amount of phosphorus
entering our lakes. Actions such as:

* Maintaining a natural shoreline buffer with native plants.

¢ Conserving land and keeping tree cover to reduce runoff and cool the near-
by land and water.

* Supporting erosion-control projects, both large and small: 7 Lakes Alliance
works on both large-scale erosion control projects with towns, road associations,
and smaller projects through our YCC program.

There is still more to be done, and it requires community-wide
effort. If you would like more information or would like to help monitor
gloeo, please contact matt.farragher@7lakesalliance.org danielle.wain@
= 7lake-salliance.org.

or
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— Take It Outside =

Suddenly the days are getting a little shorter and I am noticing more
swamp red maples beginning to turn red in the wetlands and birches
turn yellow high on the hillsides. It is still quite warm during the day, but
the nights are growing cooler and we are finally beginning to get some
much-needed rain. Like the birds and squirrels, I am double checking my
summer “to do” list and trying to make sure everything gets done. I am
amazed at how many things are still on the list. In addition to looking for
mushrooms and elderberries when I hike, I find myself keeping my eyes
peeled for grouse, deer, and turkey sign. Those seasons are rapidly
approaching, and last year’s venison supply is running low in the freezer. I
have been seeing turkeys everywhere, a promising sign for the fall season.
Both the loons and the bass and pike in the lakes are chasing large schools
of baitfish (mostly landlocked alewives) and trying to build up fat reserves

to get through the winter. Check
out the screen shot from my fish
finder (Pg. 10). The warm surface
layer has plenty of oxygen to sup-
port the large bass but the deeper
water is largely depleted of oxy-
gen but has enough to support the
large schools of small baitfish. You
can watch the larger fish dive
down to grab some lunch and then
return to surface layer to digest
their meal. Fishing at the base of
the layer, around 20 ft, with any-
thing that looks like a minnow,
will yield results. I have had good
success with a white zonker fly,
tished with a sinking tip flyline. I

frequently catch three or four 3-to
4-pound bass one after the other.

Drought-stunted blackberries
and black trumpets.

See You Next Year

By Peter Kallin

Additionally, the loons with chicks are teaching their offspring how to
catch their own food. When the chicks are first born, the parents chew up
fish and crayfish and basically regurgitate food morsels into their chicks’
eager open mouths. The chicks grow rapidly, and the parents soon simply
bring the chicks, still wriggling morsels, which the chicks grab hungrily.
After a week or so of this routine, the parents simply drop the food in the
water near the chicks and the chicks need to catch their food before it
escapes. At the same time, the chicks are learning to dive underwater,
which is a major step in
evading airborne pred-
ators such as eagles.
Soon the chicks are for-
aging for their own
food alongside the par-
ents. Over the next two
months or so, the loons
will molt, replacing
their insulating down
with feathers, and begin
to learn to fly. Those
chicks that learn to fly
before the lake freezes
over will head to the ocean for the winter and eventually return to the lake,
usually after two years on the ocean.

Last week, I returned from a short trip to the West Coast and headed out
to one of my foraging spots in the Kennebec Highlands where I normally
find quite a few blackberries and black trumpet mushrooms this time of
year. There were only a handful of drought-stunted blackberries (about a
third their normal size) and the black trumpets that had sprouted after a
brief shower a week or so ago were only about 3/4” inch long and com-
pletely dehydrated.

It is hard to believe that this is the final

Nice smallie taken on white zonker.

Continued on page 10 ...

SNOW POND

Snow Pond — 1632658 - Discover a truly exceptional opportunity to own a remarkable property
on the shores of scenic Messalonskee Lake in the renowned Belgrade Lakes region of Central
Maine. This classic year-round waterfront home sits gracefully at the end of a paved, private
dead-end road, surrounded by nearly three acres of beautifully landscaped grounds and
neighboring elegant lake homes. Inside, you'll find nearly every room filled with striking water
views, including a spacious primary bedroom that stretches from front to back, offering panoramic
vistas of the lake from sunrise to sunset. Two additional bedrooms, two full bathrooms, and a
first-floor office with custom built-ins provide ample space for family life, entertaining, or working
from home. Gather in the sunny enclosed porch overlooking the lake, the perfect spot for soaking
in spectacular sunsets. The home's full walkout basement grants easy access to the shoreline
and ample storage for all your lake toys. Step outside to enjoy 440 feet of pristine waterfront,
including a sandy 75-foot beach, private dock, and lakeside deck—perfect for relaxing or launch-
ing your next adventure. Entertain guests on the south-facing deck, equipped with retractable
awnings for warm days, or relax in the cool shade on the north-side deck. Additional features
include a detached four-car garage, and a separate one-car garage for extra storage.
Messalonskee Lake, also known locally as "Messo" or "Snow Pond," is the second largest in the
Belgrade Lakes chain—offering 3,691 acres of water, 30 miles of winding shoreline, and depths
up to 113 feet. Enjoy swimming, fishing, boating, and year-round recreation. The location is just
minutes from Oakland and Waterville, with convenient access to top-notch amenities like the
award-winning Belgrade Lakes Golf Club, Snow Pond Center for the Arts (go by boat!), theaters,
restaurants, Colby College, healthcare, shopping, boat launches, and airports. $1,400,000




August 22 - August 28, 2025

Thursday 8/21 - Sunday 8/24 - Blistered Fingers Family
Bluegrass Music Festival, nonstop entertainment, nonstop
field pickin’, large spectator tent, camping, 11 bands, conces-
sions, wwuw.blisteredfingers.com, Fairgrounds, Litchfield.

Through Saturday 8/23 - “Gentleman Clothier,” Lakewood
Theater, 474-7176, Route 201, Madison.

Through Sunday 8/24 - Madison-Anson Days, “Enchanted
Garden,” food, fun, competitions, sales, land parade, boat
parade, fishing tournament, children’s activities and much
more, towns of Madison and Anson.

Friday 8/22 - Don Campbell Band, country music, free
admission, 2 and 7 pm, 946-5311, Sawyer Memorial, 371
Sawyer Road, Greene.

Friday 8/22 - Tini Bikinis, funk, soul, bubblegum punk,
Johnson Hall Free Waterfront Concert, 6-7:30 pm, Waterfront
Park on the Kennebec River, Gardiner.

Saturday 8/23 - Vienna Historical Society Flea Market &
Open House, bake sale, lunch available, book signing by
author Beverly Wight Smith, events at Waite House - birth-
place of Milton Bradley and Mill Stream Grange, Route 41,
Vienna.

Saturday 8/23 - North Pond Invasive Plant Paddle, 9 am-12
pm, 7lakesalliance.org, sponsored by 7 Lakes Alliance, 137
Main Street, Belgrade Lakes.

Saturday 8/23 - Designing Women Artist Market, bridging
art and community since 1991, to benefit The Sexual Assault
Crisis and Support Center in Winthrop, 9:30 am-4 pm,
Longfellow’s Greenhouse, Puddledock Road, Manchester.

Saturday 8/23 - Skowhegan Craft Brew Festival, brews from
30 Maine crafters, local food vendors, tours of Maine Grains
and sections of the Langlais Art Trail, music, activities start
10 am, general admission pouring 3-7 pm, general admission
$55, designated driver $15, Downtown Skowhegan.

Saturday 8/23 - Church Supper, 5:30 pm, Smithfield Baptist
Church, downtown Smithfield.

Saturday 8/23 - Fishing Stories, hosted by Michael Cooper,
step up to the mic and share your favorite, 5 minutes each,
all ages welcome, donations appreciated, 7 pm, Chesterville
Center Union Meeting House, Chesterville Center.

Saturday 8/23 - Lynn Deeves, Maine singer-songwriter,
multi-instrumentalist, 7 pm, $10, Mt. Vernon Community
Center, 2 North Road, Mt. Vernon.

Saturday 8/23 - Monday 9/1 - Windsor Fair, one of Maine’s
largest agricultural fairs, daily entertainment, huge exhibit of
farm animals, harness racing, pulling events, food, exhibits
and more, www.WindsorFair.com, Windsor.

Sunday 8/24 - Belgrade Lakes Farmers’ Market, 8 am-1 pm, 7
Lakes Alliance Parking Lot, 137 Main Street, Belgrade Lakes.

Sunday 8/24 - Katie Daggett and Ed Desjardins, Concert at
Norcross Point, free, 2-4 pm, Winthrop.

Sunday 8/24 - Skowhegan Community Band, Concerts in the
Park, 5-6:15 pm, Coburn Park, Skowhegan.

Monday 8/25 - 33rd Annual Play For A Cause Golf
Tournament, Kennebec Valley YMCA, registration 9 am,
shotgun 10 am, 622-9622, Augusta Country Club, Route 202,
Manchester.

Daily through August 31 -
— self-paced Story Stroll on the walking trail around
the Belgrade Regional Health Center,
4 Clement Way, Belgrade (off Rt 27).
“Sugar in Milk” by Thrity Umrigar. Sponsored
by the Belgrade Library Trustees. Free.

Dave Gove 561-818-3932C
dgovel@msn.com

Chris Vallee 207-242-2041C
chrisvalleel2@gmail.com

BELGRADE — $450,000
192 Depot Rd., Belgrade

Very rare and one of a kind find in Belgrade, Maine. Stunning
one owner home/condo. Only three homes are in this associ-
ation. All homes are 55 plus age restricted. Excellent for lock
the door and travel lifestyle. This home has been lightly used
part time over the years by older active couple. Many exten-
sive remodeling and additions have been done recently.
Extremely efficient to operate and is very well cared for and
maintained. Far too many amenities and upgrades to put in
this ad. Will be glad to share all pictures and information.
Please reply to the contacts above. Any inquiries will be

answered promptly.

Monday 8/25 - Western Maine Foothills Band, Concert in the
Park, 7-8:30 pm, Meetinghouse Park, downtown
Farmington.

Tuesday 8/26 - Educational Boat Tour, RSVP 495-6039 for
details, 7 Lakes Alliance, 37 Main Street, Belgrade Lake.

Tuesday 8/26 - The Fossils, Oosoola Park Music Series, food
trucks, 5-7 pm, Oosoola Park, Ferrry Road, Route 2,
Norridgewock.

Tuesday 8/26 - Rock on the River Concert, Bandstand, Water
Street, Hallowell.

Wednesday 8/27 - Invasive Aquatic Plant Identification
Workshop, 10-11 am, please RSVP at 495-6039, 7 Lakes
Alliance, 137 Main Street, Belgrade Lakes.

Thursday 8/28 - Open House, Belgrade’s Old Town Meeting
House Historical Museum, 1-4 pm, Cemetery Road,
Belgrade.

Thursday 8/28 - Farmers’ Market, 2-6 pm, Head of Falls,
Downtown Waterville.

Thursday 8/28 - Cruise-In, 5-7 pm, Waterfront Park,
Kennebec River, Gardiner.

Thursday 8/28 - Outdoor Concert, Waterfront Music Series,
free, 6-8 pm, Waterfront Park, Oakland.

Thursday 8/28 - Magnie FAM-JAMILY, Village Green Music
Series, 6-8 pm, 495-3481, recreation@townofbelgrade.com, Main

Continued on page 7.......

Open by Appointment
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Street, Belgrade Lakes.

Thursday 8/28 - Sunday 8/31 - “Dracula: A Comedy,”
Lakewood Theater, 474-7176, Madison Avenue/Route 201,
Madison.

Friday 8/29 - Bailey’s Mistake, Celtic-inspired four piece folk
band, Johnson Hall Free Summer Waterfront Concert Series,
6-7:30 pm, Waterfront Park, Gardiner.

Friday 8/29 - Porch Party Mamas, folk, country and blues, 7
pm, Vienna Union Hall, off Route 41, Vienna.

Skowhegan
Brewfest...

he Skowhegan Craft Brew Festival is sched-

uled for Saturday, August 23 and with the leg-
endary waterfalls of the Kennebec River in the
background participants can enjoy not only an
array of Maine craft brews, wines and distilled
beverages,
Water Street and bridges, tour the iconic Somerset
Grist Mill (formerly the county jail) home of Maine

but can stroll Skowhegan’s historic

Grains and follow a section of the Langlais Art
Trail of amazing wooden sculptures including the
famous Skowhegan Indian.

Live music starting at 1:30 pm will include:
Thomas LeClerc, Man of Leighsure, Northern
Exposure and River Bottom Funk. Tickets are at
https://skowhegancraftbrewfest.com.

Hallowell Artwalk

ome take a walk on Hallowell’s historic Water

Street on Saturday, August 30, and enjoy the
art - and the food and the live music and the river-
side views of the Kennebec. Hallowell Artwalk
will be hosting displays of art by over 30 local
artists from 10 am to 4 pm, more artists will
be exhibiting at the galleries, interactive work-
shops will be scheduled along with the displays
and local businesses will be welcoming visitors.
The rain date will be Sunday, August 31.
waterstreethallowell.org

Friday 8/29 through Sunday 9/7 - “Deathtrap,” spon-
sored by Waterville Creates, ASL interpreted perform-
ance on 8/31, $31, 873-7000, Waterville Opera House, 1
Common Street, Waterville.

Saturday 8/30 and Sunday 8/31 - Tour of Belgrade,
Saturday bikes only - $65, Sunday cars welcome; stops,
samples and connections at farms, homesteads and
maker spaces, food trucks, to benefit Belgrade Recreation,
register at www.thebelleofbelgrade.com, start location
The Center for All Seasons, Route 27, Belgrade Lakes.

Saturday 8/30 - Hallowell Artwalk, displays of art by
local artists, live music, food trucks, 10 am-4 pm, rain
date August 31, Water Street, Downtown Hallowell.

Sunday 8/31 - Sunday Project, 2025 Concerts in the Park,
5-6:15 pm, Coburn Park, Skowhegan.

Sunday 8/31 and Monday 9/1 - Oosoola Days, fun and
games, food trucks, live music, Sunday - Central Maine
Regional Airport: pancake bkft, 5K, plane rides, cornhole;
Monday - Oosoola Park: parade, exhibits, children’s
activities, Frog Races, Ferry Road, Route 2,
Norrdgewock.

HATHAWAY MILL ANTIQUES

e, 10 Water Street, Waterville

10,000 Sq. Ft. Showroom
Offering Quality Period Antiques
to Mid-Century Modern

Open Wed. - Sun. 10am-5pm Closed Mon. & Tues.

hathawaymillantiques.com [T TPm
us on
Facebook &

Instagram!

207-877-0250
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Trisha Cneney (207) 716-6494
trisha@be|grac|e|akepoint.com

Stepnanie Gardner (207) 592-5577
stepnanie@be|grade|akepoint.com

KENNEBEC HIGHLANDS
« 73 Acres -« Stunning Views * ZBD/ZBA Year-Round Home
« Barn with Worl(snop & Artists Studio + 2 Car Garage with Storage Above
- Blueberry Barrens & Established Perennials + Brand New Fiber Hign-Speed Internet
16 Anderson Road, Vienna | $380,000

GREAT POND
+ Great Pond + Sunsets + Close to The Vi”age - 200Ft of Water Front

- 5 Bedrooms, 3 Baths - Spacious Garage
60 Abena Shores, Be|grade | $3,750,000

Lost your glasses
in the lake?
OH NO!!!

We have a full eyeware center to
help. We also provide routine eye
exams, contact lens exams and
emergency services. Please call
207.820.2020
M-F 7:30-4:30 or schedule online
at www.MaineEyeDoctors.com.
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Augusta’s finest upscale lounge featuring

WORLD CLASS BARBEQUE fine wine , martinis, and over 100 brands

SEAFOOD, PASTA, & VEGETARIAN ENTREES of beer from Germany to Japan
Thursday thru Saturday 3:00pm until Midnight,

207.622.8899 Above the Riverfront Barbeque & Grille
300 WATER STREET, AUGUSTA, MAINE at 300 Water Street
WWW.RIVERFRONTBBQ.COM 207.620.9200

FULL SERVICE DINING ¥ CATERING ¥ BULK TAKE OUT
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Like us on Facebook!
Friday-Saturday 5-9 PM

Camp Jacking

207-492-9009

www.gandlcontractingmaine.com
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Motivated seller - Price reduced
$899,000 Beautiful Property! Scan
the code to see the tour!
Stunning 4BR 3BA Waterfront home on
Cobbossee Lake . Enjoy sunrises,
loons, eagles, and year round living in
this spacious 2264 sf on three levels.
Features include chef's kitchen, granite
with islands, primary bedroom suite lakeside, great sleepa-
bility Plenty of room for expansion . Open House Thursday
4-6 PM Saturday 10-12 PM MLS 1625539

e Lakeside Cottages ® Boats & Motors
e Full American %lan
® Dining on the porch by reservation
3 Alden Camps Cove
Oakland, Me 04963
(207-465-7703)

E-mail: info@aldencamps.com * Website: www.aldencamps.com

Monday,
Thursday, and
Friday
12-6pm;
Saturday
10am-6pm;
and Sunday
10am-4pm

Find us @smittysbookcellar on Instagram and
Smitty's Book Cellar on Facebook.
Afflijated with Libro.Fm, Bookshop.org,
with merch on Bonfire

52 Main Street, Waterville, Maine
(207)872-4543

For your jacking and

leveling needs,
including sill repair,
call Eric Lancaster
"Ower 25 years experience.”

207-634-2821

Insured

Designing Women at
Longfellow’s Greenhouses in Manchester

oin Designing Women on the lawn at
]Longfellow’s Greenhouses, Puddledock
Road, Manchester on Saturday, August 23,
9:30 am-4 pm at an Artist Market of quality
craft and artwork by women artists. Guests
will be able to shop and visit with the artists
in a beautiful scenic setting.

The event will include live music by

Twisted Strings, Maine Crime Writers and a
light lunch. A suggested $2.00 donation at
the entrance will be collected by the
Winthrop Sexual Assault Crisis and Support
Center serving Kennebec and Somerset
Counties. In the event of rain, the Market
will be held inside a greenhouse. For more

information visit www.designingwomen.org

...Continued from page 5

Bass in the surface layer feeding on alewives below.

issue of Summertime in the Belgrades for this year. I
hope this column has inspired some of you to get
out and explore the outdoor recreation opportu-
nities the region has to offer, and I hope you took
a kid or two along. Until next year, I encourage
everyone to “Take it Outside.” For those who will
be around during the fall, get out on some of the
trails to view the foliage. It can be truly breath-
taking. For those of you who will be around for
the winter, I encourage you to join me on the
local trails on snowshoes or skis. The local trails

August 22 - August 28, 2025

Enjoy the rest of the summer. See you next year.

look completely different in the winter with the

foliage gone. Carpe skiem!
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Dark the Night
and Bright the Stars

aterville Creates and Ticonic Gallery + Studios
Ware proud to present Dark the Night and
Bright the Stars, a powerful new exhibition curated
by Lights Out Gallery, which explores the theme of
ancestry through visual art, sculpture, textiles, and
traditional craft. The exhibition will be on view from
July 9 through October 12, 2025, with a robust lineup
of associated programming that will explore cultural
heritage, ancestry, and personal storytelling.

With Dark the Night and Bright the Stars, each
artist shares a unique approach to honoring and com-
municating with ancestral memory, offering deeply
personal interpretations rooted in cultural heritage.

Gabriel Frey (Orono, ME) is a Passamaquoddy
artist; Gabriel embraces a hybrid approach to basket-
ing making, balancing function and form equally. His
baskets connect past, present and future into beauti-
ful functional works of art. Raphael Gribetz (Presque
Isle, ME) is a sculptor and musician who draws on
Jewish spiritual and artistic traditions to explore
family, faith, and culture through religious iconogra-
Sarah Haskell (York, ME) is a
weaver and educator; Haskell creates contemplative

phy and metaphor.

works about memory and the spirit world, frequent-
ly engaging communities in collaborative textile
installations.

Daniel Minter (Portland, ME) is known for power-
ful imagery exploring Black identity, diaspora, and
spirituality; Minter uses his art as a conduit for ances-
tral communication and cultural preservation. David
Lone Bear Sanipass (Monmouth, ME) is a jeweler, sto-
ryteller, and painter; his paintings, jewelry, and oral
storytelling offer cautionary tales, history, and wis-
dom for future generations. Avis Turner (Rockland,
ME) using wax, bronze, and clay, Turner sculpts ethe-
real winged beings that reflect her interest in reincar-
nation, nature spirits, and ancient Celtic myth. Maria
Wolff (Portland, ME) is a metalsmith inspired by her
Danish/Germanic heritage; Wolff’s work reimagines
Scandinavian craft traditions, focusing on historical

DON'T WAIT UNTIL NEXT SPRING!

Schedule boat top, cover and
seat repair work

for the OFF SEASON.

Some items can be left

with us all winter for

SPRING DELIVERY!

Call Now for more information

Repairs & Alteration Welcome!

ATTENTION BOAT OWNERS

Tops, Covers & Interiors for Boats

1 1/2 Miles West Exit 127, 1-95, KMD, Oakland 465 — 7847

techniques and festive customs.

Together the work created by these artists reflects
a broad spectrum of traditions—Passamaquoddy,
Mi’kmagq, Jewish, Afro-Atlantic, Scandinavian, and
Celtic—each illuminating history, identity, and inter-
generational connection.

“We've been collaborating over the past two years
on this show and are thrilled to partner with
Waterville Creates to bring this vision to life,” said
Karlé Woods, Co-Founder and Creative Director of
Lights Out Gallery. “This exhibition honors the sto-
ries and histories that live within us—those passed
down through generations, felt in our DNA, and
newly uncovered by our creative practice. Through
our interview series, we discovered a powerful
thread connecting these seven artists who each
engage with their ancestry in deeply intentional
ways through their work.”
Exhibitions
Waterville Creates, emphasized the importance of the

Marie Sugden, Coordinator at
collaboration:“We are deeply honored to collaborate
with Lights Out Gallery and to be the first gallery in
central Maine to present one of their acclaimed exhi-
bitions. As someone with a profound appreciation for
craft, I'm thrilled by the opportunity to celebrate
Maine’s rich legacy of craft and traditional makers in

our space.”

"Apples for Humanity since 1974"
9-5 Daily,
104 Back Rd, Fairfield, ME

mainecider@gmail.com

207-453-7656

dan@generatorsofmaine.com

@\ ACME LAND SURVEYING, LL.C /D
Professional Land Surveyors — Professional Foresters

Property Surveyors, Subdivisions, Topographic Surveys, MLIs,
Elevation Certificates/LOMAs, ALTA/ACS Surveys,
Deed Research, Wetland Delineation, Forest Management
108 Fairbanks Rd., Suite 5 Tel. (207) 778-4081

Farmington, ME 04938 ;
ite: wow

Toll Free (800) 778-4081

Www.ach (rveying. Email: info@acmelandsurveying.com

Specializing In

CAMP JACKING AND LEVELING

Webster & Son Sill Replacement
19 Webster Way Retaining Walls
Belgrade, ME 04917 Barn Repair

(207) 313-8439

35+ Years Experience

Cut to order in  Green Certified Wood,
lengtbs from Seasoned & Ash
14”to 23” Cut, Split & Delivered

853 Civic Center Drive, Augusta, ME 04330

THIS BAKERY IS SO DIFFERENT

HOMEMADE 3 GENERATION RECIPES ® DYE FREE INGREDIENTS

ORDER ONLINE
www.balloonssweetsandmore.com

OR

Call (207) 495-3864

"Come work with us"

A welcoming coworking
space in downtown
Winthrop.

Fast Wi-Fi. Conference room.
Sit/Stand desks.

Day Pass, 5-Day, 10-Day &
Unlimited Plans
Downtown Winthrop
117 Main St, Suite 1D

www.winthropworkspace.com
linda@winthropworkspace.com

(207) 395-5019

Tuesday: 10 am - 4 pm
Wednesday - Friday:
10 am - 6 pm
Saturday: 10 am - 5 pm
Sunday: 12 pm - 5 pm

207-707-2123

www.oliverandfriendsbookshop.com
150 Main Street, Unit 101, Waterville
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ANTIQUES
Hathaway Mill Antiques, Multi-Dealer Emporium, 10 Water
Street, Waterville, 877-0250, www.hathawaymillantiques.com

APPLE ORCHARDS
The Apple Farm, 104 Back Road, Fairfield, 453-7656, www.apple-
farm.us

ARCHITECTS

Bench & Field Architecture, LLC, Andrew Hankermeyer, Maine
Licensed Architect, residential homes, cottages and light com-
mercial, 649-2561, ahankermeyer@gmail.com

ARTS

Designing Women, bridging art and community,
www.designingwonen.org

High Peaks Artisan Guild, art gallery, books and antiques, open
Friday, Saturday, Sunday 11 am-5 pm, other times by chance or
appointment, 245 Main Street, Kingfield, 340-1045, highpeaksarti-
sanguild.homestead.com

Waterville Creates, 10 Water Street, Suite 106, Waterville,
616-0292, www.watervillecreates.org

AUTOMOBLE STORAGE
Belgrade Lakes Marine & Storage, Inc., 366 Augusta Road (Rte.
27), Belgrade, 495-2378, www.belgradelakesmarine.com

BAKERIES

Main Street Bake Shop, located at Balloons & Things, 174 Main
Street, Belgrade Lakes, 495-3864

Sunrise Bagel, 50 Main Street, Oakland, 716-1014,
sunrisebagelme.com

BANKING

Maine State Credit Union. 200 Capitol Street, Augusta,
623-1851, www.mainestatecu.org

Skowhegan Savings, Augusta, Waterville, Farmington,
Skowhegan and 7 more central Maine Branches, 1-800-303-9511,
www.skowhegan.com

BOAT COVERS

Covers It All Upholstery & Canvas, 1042 Kennedy Memorial
Drive, Oakland, 465-7847, www.coversitallupholstery.com,
coversitallupholstery@outlook.com

BOAT LIFTS

Hammond Lumber Company, at 22 locations: Auburn, Bangor,
Bar Harbor, Belfast, Belgrade, Blue Hill, Boothbay Harbor,
Brunswick, Bucksport, Calais, Camden, Cherryfield,
Damariscotta, Ellsworth, Fairfield, Farmington, Greenville,
Machias, Portland, Rochester, NH, Rockland, Skowhegan,
1-800-HAMMOND, www.HammondLumber.com

BOAT MOORINGS
Great Pond Marina. 25 Marina Drive (off Rte. 27), Belgrade
Lakes, 495-2213, www.greatpondmarina.com

BOAT RENTALS
Great Pond Marina, 25 Marina Drive (off Rte. 27), Belgrade
Lakes, 495-2213, wuww.greatpondmarina.com

BOAT SALES AND SERVICES
Mid-Maine Marine Inc., 885 Kennedy Memorial Drive,
Oakland, 465-2146 or 800 649-2628, www.midmainemarine.com

BOAT STORAGE

Belgrade Lakes Marine and Storage, Inc, 366 Augusta Road
(Rte. 27), Belgrade, 495-2378, www.belgradelakesmarine.com
Great Pond Marina, 25 Marina Drive (off Rte. 27), Belgrade
Lakes, 495-2213, wuww.greatpondmarina.com

Mid-Maine Marine Inc., 885 Kennedy Memorial Drive,
Oakland, 465-2146 or 800-649-2628, www.midmainemarine.com

BOOKS

Oliver and Friends Bookshop, 150 Main Street, Waterville,
707-2123, www.oliverandfriendsbookshop.com

Peoples Book Shop, used books, 605 Wings Mill Road, Mount
Vernon, 620-2392, hosehead51@roadrunner.com

Smitty’s Book Cellar, 52 Main Street, Waterville, 207-872-4543,
@smittysbookcellar on Instagram, Smitty’s Book Cellar on
Facebook

BUILDERS
G&L Contracting, 116 Lakeshore Drive, Belgrade Lakes,
215-7951, 495-2325, 233-7408, gandlcontractingmaine.com

BUILDING MATERIALS

Hammond Lumber Company, at 22 locations: Auburn, Bangor,
Bar Harbor, Belfast, Belgrade, Blue Hill, Boothbay Harbor,
Brunswick, Bucksport, Calais, Camden, Cherryfield,
Damariscotta, Ellsworth, Fairfield, Farmington, Greenville,
Machias, Portland, Rochester, NH, Rockland, Skowhegan,
1-800-HAMMOND, www.HammondLumber.com

CAMP JACKING AND LEVELING

Eric Lancaster, Norridgewock, 634-2821, ejlancaster77@gmail.com
Hills Brothers Restoration Inc., Jacking-Leveling-Sill
Replacement on Homes, Barns, & Camps,
HillsBrothersRestoration.com, 207-807-5397

Webster Camp Jacking and Leveling, 32 Webster Way, Belgrade,
313-8439

CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE
Mid-Maine Chamber of Commerce, 50 EIm Street, Waterville,
873-3315, www.midmainechamber.com

CHIMNEY SERVICES
Eastern Chimney, 5 Winter Street, Apt. G, Waterville, 708-2777,
www.easternchimney.com

COMPUTER CONSULTANTS
Macintosh Solutions Consultant Michael Breault, 24
WelchRoad, Wilton, 578-0226, www.michaelbreault .net

DINING

1958 Cafe @ Day’s Store, dine in lakeside breakfast, lunch, din-
ner, 182 Main Street, Belgrade Lakes, 495-2205, wwuw.daysstore.com
Alden Camps, lunch or dinner by reservation, Saturday-
Wednesday space permitting, 3 Alden Camps Cove, Oakland,
465-7703, www.aldencamps.com

H.J. Blake's for Goodness Sake's, fresh, homemade, tasty tak
out, signature lobster rolls, hot dogs, burgers, scenic outdoor
seating, 945 West Road, Belgrade, 465-2280

Riverfront Barbecue & Grille and Gin Mill Lounge,world class
barbecue, seafood, pasta and vegetarian entrees, full service din-
ing, catering, bulk take out, 300 Water Street, Augusta, 622-8899,
www.riverfrontbbg.com

Sadie's Boathouse Restaurant at Great Pond Marina, hearty
contemporary American fare, 25 Marina Drive, Belgrade Lakes,
495-4045, 242-1273

DOCKS

G&L Contracting, installation only, 116 Lakeshore Drive,
Belgrade Lakes, 495-9009, 215-7951, 233-7408,
gandlcontractingmaine.com

Hammond Lumber Company, at 22 locations: Auburn, Bangor,
Bar Harbor, Belfast, Belgrade, Blue Hill, Boothbay Harbor,
Brunswick, Bucksport, Calais, Camden, Cherryfield,
Damariscotta, Ellsworth, Fairfield, Farmington, Greenville,
Machias, Portland, Rochester, NH, Rockland, Skowhegan,
1-800-HAMMOND, www.HammondLumber.com

DOG CARE
White Willow Retreat for Dogs, boarding and daycare, 24/7
services year round, 495-3596, www.whitewillowretreat.com

ELDER CARE
Assistance Plus, home care services, personal care, homemaking,
companionship, 1-800-781-0070, www.assistanceplus.com

EXCAVATING
David Stevens, Belgrade, 465-3815, cell 314-0314

EYE CARE
Maine Eye Doctors, 25 First Park Drive, Suite A, Oakland,
820-2020, www.maineeyedoctors.com

FARRIER SERVICE
Ray Linck Farrier Service, Farmington, Maine,
www.farriermaine.com, 207-446-3758

FINANCIAL PLANNING
Golden Pond Wealth Management, 129 Silver Street, Waterville,
873-2200, www.goldenpondwealth.com

FILMS
Maine Film Center, Maine International Film Festival,
861-8138, miff.org, miff@mainefilmcenter.org

FIREWOOD
J & M Logging, Inc. 853 Civic Center Drive,(Rte. 27), Augusta,
622-6353, www.jmlogginginc.com

FLOORING

Hammond Lumber Company, at 22 locations: Auburn, Bangor,
Bar Harbor, Belfast, Belgrade, Blue Hill, Boothbay Harbor,
Brunswick, Bucksport, Calais, Camden, Cherryfield,
Damariscotta, Ellsworth, Fairfield, Farmington, Greenville,
Machias, Portland, Rochester, NH, Rockland, Skowhegan, 1-800-
HAMMOND, www.HammondLumber.com

GENERATORS
Generators of Maine, 262 Augusta Road (Rte. 27), Belgrade, 495-
2285, www.generatorsofmaine.com

GROCERIES & PROVISIONS
Day’s Store, 8 am-8 pm, 182 Main Street, Belgrade Lakes Village,
495-2205, www.daysstore.com

HOME CARE
Assistance Plus, home care services, personal care, homemaking,
companionship, 1-800-781-0070, wwuw.assistanceplus.com

INSURANCE
Allen Insurance and Financial, 51 Main Street, Waterville,
1-800-244-9046, AllenIF.com/Waterville

KITCHENS

Hammond Lumber Company, at 22 locations: Auburn, Bangor,
Bar Harbor, Belfast, Belgrade, Blue Hill, Boothbay Harbor,
Brunswick, Bucksport, Calais, Camden, Cherryfield,
Damariscotta, Ellsworth, Fairfield, Farmington, Greenville,
Machias, Portland, Rochester, NH, Rockland, Skowhegan,
1-800-HAMMOND, www.HammondLumber.com

LAKE ASSOCIATIONS

Belgrade Lakes Association (BLA), Long Pond and Great Pond,
PO Box 551, 137 Main Street, Belgrade Lakes, 512-5150, www.bel-
gradelakesassociation.org

McGrath Pond - Salmon Lake Association, Stewards of Our
Belgrade Lakes, https://www.mcgrathpond-salmonlake.org

LAND AND LAKE CONSERVATION
7 Lakes Alliance, PO Box 250, 137 Main Street, Belgrade Lakes,
495-6039, wuww.7lakesalliance.org
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LANDSCAPING

Gagne & Son Concrete Products, patio setups, stone, masonry
products, complimentary outdoor heating, lighting, furniture,
1583 Augusta Road, Belgrade, 495-3313, gagneandson.com

G&L Contracting, 116 Lakeshore Drive, Belgrade Lakes,
215-7951, 4959009, 233-7408, gandlcontractingmaine.com

Lynch Landscaping, 78 Maple Street, Norridgewock, 474-2420,
405-0880, www.lynchlandscaping.com

LODGING
Alden Camps, American Plan cottages, boat rentals, 3 Alden
Camps Cove, Oakland, 465-7703, www.aldencamps.com

MAILBOAT RIDES

Great Pond Mailboat Rides, calm days are the best, maximum
number of riders is 4 small adults, $20 each, 2-hour ride, leave

9:20-9:40 am Belgrade Lakes Post Office, Main Street, Belgrade
Lakes, to reserve text 592-1537

PATIO SETUPS

Gagne & Son Concrete Products, stone, masonry, outdoor light-
ing, furniture, 1583 Augusta Road, Belgrade, 495-3313,
gagneandson.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Kevin Couture Photography, HS Seniors, Weddings, Families,
Aerial drone images, 474-0754, 858-5382,
wuww.kevincouturephotography.com

PHYSICAL THERAPY
Dockside Physical Therapy, 212 Depot Road, Belgrade 660-2546

PIANO LESSONS
Dianne Gorman, 191B Bartlett Road, Belgrade, 495-3222,
Gorman3366@roadrunner.com

REALTORS

Coldwell Banker Plourde Real Estate, 143 Silver Street,
Waterville, 660-4001, 872-7650, www.coldwellbanker.com

Ellen Wells, Coldwell Banker Plourde Real Estate, 649-147,
cbplourde.com

John Blouin, Laer Realty Maine, 103 Water Street,

Suite 202, Hallowell, 446-7708,
https:/fwww.laerrealty.com/agents/118618-john-blouin

Portside Lakepoint Real Estate, 221 Main Street (Rte. 27),
Belgrade Lakes, 495-3700, 888-495-3711,
wuww.belgradelakepoint.com

Trisha Cheney, Portside Lakepoint Real Estate, 716-6494,
trisha@belgradelakepoint.com

Stephanie Yeaton, Portside Lakepoint Real Estate, 495-4046,
592-5577, stephanie@belgradelakepoint.com

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE AND TRAILER STORAGE
Belgrade Lakes Marine & Storage, 366 Augusta Road (Rte. 27),
Belgrade, 495-2378, www.belgradelakesmarine.com

SURVEYING
Acme Land Surveying, 108 Fairbanks Road, Suite 5, Farmington,
778-4081, 800-778-408, wiww.acmelandsurveying.com

WINDOWS

Hammond Lumber Company, at 22 locations: Auburn, Bangor,
Bar Harbor, Belfast, Belgrade, Blue Hill, Boothbay Harbor,
Brunswick, Bucksport, Calais, Camden, Cherryfield,
Damariscotta, Ellsworth, Fairfield, Farmington, Greenville,
Machias, Portland, Rochester, NH, Rockland, Skowhegan,
1-800-HAMMOND, www.HammondLumber.com

WORKSPACE/TECH COACH

Winthrop Workspace, shared office space by day, week or
month, contact for tour and free trial day, hands-on help with
phones, tablets, computers, 117 Main Street, Suite 10, Winthrop,
395-5019, www.winthropworkspace.com

—  Call of the Loon =

A Loon Chick’s Journey!

I oon chicks can swim and dive within their first week, but rely on their parents for warmth and food and
sometimes, just transportation.

This Long Pond Tracy Cove chick is just 1-2 days old!

Loon chicks can swim and dive within their first week, but rely on their parents for warmth and food and
sometimes, just transportation.

Our chick is now 2 weeks old and still covered in its nice warm down. After all, it is still mid-June.

They often ride on their parents' backs for warmth and protection during the first few weeks. Initially,
parents provide all of the food, but chicks gradually start catching their own. You may even observe a par-
ent purposely dropping a minnow directly in front of the chick to teach it how to catch its own food. By
about five weeks, chicks can catch about half of their own food but still beg for food from their parents.

This Long Pond Tracy Cove chick is now 6 weeks
old. Note the loss of down!

He/she is now 13 wks in October and ready for
their inaugural trip to the central Maine coast!

A loon chick is considered fledged around 11-12 weeks old when it can fly and is supposed to be largely
independent, although it will continue begging for food from its parents until the parents leave for their win-
ter vacation, generally somewhere along the Maine coast.

Loon chicks typically leave their natal lake shortly after their parents and migrate to the coast for the win-
ter where they will spend the next few years before returning to their natal lake or one nearby.

If you have a particular question regarding our Belgrade loon population, please email your inquiry to:
info@blamaine.org and we will try to answer your question either in this column or via email.

Dick Greenan, Chairman, BLA Loon Preservation Project
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Cape Cod Sharks

by Martha F. Barkley

We have no fear of sharks in our lakes, but maybe your
children would love to read about Cape Cod saltwater
scientists written by Sy Montgomery and photos by Keith
Ellenbogan. The Great White Shark Scientist is Winner of the
Sibert Medal is a beautiful picture book for the very young.
“All the events described in this book really happened,
and happened just as they are described. All the photo-
graphs of wild animals were taken in a natural habitat.”
What could be better for young and old alike to learn
about life in the sea. Many children’s books and adult in-
depth animal studies on our library shelves are by Sy

goodpig,” who can forget that true story? It is “the extraordi-
nary life of Christopher hogwood.” Very very popular read
and “only” 25 check outs at the Lithgow Library in Augusta.
Black and white photos galore on front and back inside cov-
ers with

colorful photos middle section, one revealing Christopher’s
last Christmas card all decked out. You should see him.

The Hummingbirds’ Gift is full of wonder and beauty like
our daily visits here at the lake. Do you have something red
to attract this zooming in and out little creature? Just our red
salt and pepper shakers on the window sill kept attracting

Montgomery. She is prolific.

Her newest Turtle book for adults is illustrated beautifully throughout with a
middle selection of color photos at our Belgrade Library. Of Time and Turtles takes
you everywhere from those tiny dime store creatures we had as kids to the most
ancient creatures in the world. “Mending the World, Shell by Shattered Shell” has
intriguing chapter titles to pull you inside the turtle shell and outside where they
live everywhere, even here in our lakes.

Young Adult books by Sy really ring a memory bell for me: 2006 “the good

daily hummingbird checks, so swift and smart, not touching
the window but quickly going on to nectar in red flowers nearby. This lovely read
for young adults is dedicated “To mothers everywhere, who understand.”

Go on a Sy Montgomery hunt anywhere that shelves books. So many published
that I simply can not list them all.

New York Times Bestselling Author of The Soul of an Octopus: previously pub-
lished as a chapter in Birdology...

Neighbors Driving Neighbors Summer Happenings

hat’s been happening at Neighbors Driving Neighbors (NDN) lately?! A

lot!First, they are celebrating their 10th anniversary this year. What began as
a small but mighty grassroots effort has grown into a nonprofit leader in the com-
munity. They are proud to say they not only survived the 2020 pandemic, but have
thrived. In 2023, they added Readfield to their service area and in 2024 they were
happy to add to their volunteer driver pool as well as register several new riders.
To keep that momentum going, they are always looking for new drivers, so contact
them if you enjoy driving and like to help others. Additionally, if you find yourself
or a loved one in need of rides to medical appointments, supermarkets, pharma-
cies, other errands and even social visits, please reach out and register with them
before you need that ride.

This past spring, NDN received special recognition from the Maine Volunteer
Foundation. The certificate read: “Exemplary Recognition: This certificate is
proudly presented to Neighbors Driving Neighbors in recognition of your out-
standing community service, meaningful contributions, and commitment to mak-
ing a positive difference in the lives of others.” The commitment of their volunteer

drivers is indeed exemplary and is greatly appreciated by their riders.

In early August, NDN hosted a BBQ for their volunteers. They hope to make
this an annual event, as the connection and camaraderie that is made at these casu-
al neighborly events is just wonderful. It was a sunny day, with about 30 people in
attendance. They took a few minutes to recognize four drivers who went above
and beyond with over 100 trips each in 2025: Steve Symonds, Sandy Beal, Nancy
West, and Susan Emmerling. Each received a gift basket with a new NDN 2015-
2025 T-shirt among other things. Additionally, they honored six drivers who have
been with NDN from the beginning: Shelly Fitzgerald (Rome), our current presi-
dent; Sandy Colt (Belgrade), our vice president; Allan Harville (Vienna); Bob
Weimont (Fayette); Quimby Robinson (Mount Vernon); and Dave Fuller (Mount
Vernon).

Macintosh and iOS
support, based in

Western Maine,
working onsite throughout Maine

If you have Macs, iOS devices, software or
network problems, or any ideas you would like to implement using
Macintosh computers, give me a call and we can discuss if I can help...

207-578-0226 < www.michaelbreault.net

\_




August 22 - August 28, 2025

@@ wnmetktime in the B@ig@@d@@

15

— Real Estate Update =

As we wind down another season of Summertime in the Belgrades, I'd like to
thank our readers and visitors for allowing us to share stories, real estate
insights, and advice throughout the season. Selling real estate in the Belgrade
Lakes Region is truly a privilege, and it’s always rewarding to connect with so
many people who care about this special place.

Here’s a quick recap of how the 2025 summer real estate season has played
out so far, looking at sales from May through mid-August:
Homes overall: From May through mid-August, 89 homes sold across the
region, averaging about $472,000. That’s almost identical to last summer,
when 84 homes sold at an average of $466,000. In other words—prices have
leveled off a bit, and sales volume is holding steady.

On the lakes: Lakefront living continues to shine. We saw 25 waterfront
homes sell this summer, with an average price of $845,000. Last year, the same

Thank You and a Quick Recap

number of lakefront homes sold, but the average price was closer to $743,000.
So while the number of sales stayed steady, prices on the water keep climbing.
What does this mean? The market here is steady and healthy. Buyers are still
looking, especially for waterfront homes, and sellers are seeing solid interest.
As fall approaches, the pace will naturally slow down, but serious buyers will
still be out there hoping to find their spot in the Belgrades.

As fall arrives, the pace of sales will naturally slow, but life in the Belgrades
never really does. The end of our Summertime season is a wonderful
reminder that while one season is wrapping up, the best parts of lake life con-
tinue all year long.

Thank you and see you next summer!

Dan McCarron

Campers Tackle Invasive Plants

On Thursday, July 30th, a volunteer conservation effort of significant force
showed up to Hayden Park in Belgrade, ME. The group of more than 100 vol-
unteers, mainly consisting of campers and camp staff from Camp Somerset for
Girls, worked tirelessly to cut down and bag invasive Japanese Knotweed.

Japanese Knotweed is an aggressive, bamboo-like plant which has allelopathic
properties, which means this invasive plant secrets chemicals into the soil and
inhibits the growth of other plants. Japanese Knotweed is known to destabilize
soils and damage native ecosystems and shorelines.

As a result of Thursday’s project, 72 contractor bags of weeds were removed
from Hayden Park, a feat made possible due to a notably efficient effort by they

The Dams
Keeper
Report

A WATER LEVELS PUBLIC NOTICE 8/12/25

We are in another seri-

ous drought which is
rearing its ugly head for our
farmers, gardeners and lakes
residents. The above photo
shows the Castle Island thor-
oughfare under the bridge
which is still just accessible,
but you'll want to trim up
and watch where you are
going.

The long-term forecast back in May had forecasted an average of 25% less pre-
cipitation for this summer but unfortunately here in the Belgrades, we've
received significantly less. 6.85” in May, 3.32” in June, just 2.03” in July and
absolutely zero in the past thirty days. Normal precipitation is around 3.42” per
month.

Obviously, we haven’t had the rain but to make matters worse, we lose
approximately 3/10” per day due to evaporation with an air temperature of 80F.
With the recent 90F+ temperatures, the loss per day is closer to 6/10”.

And if that wasn’t enough, our water table is down around 8’. For compari-
son, it was down just 2.88" back in August 2023. When the water table drops,
obviously it affects our wells but results in a phenomenon called Induced
Recharge which is basically the reverse flow of our lake springs and aquifers
back into the low water table. Add the additional loss from the 70% or so of our
camps that still use lake water and you see why our lake water levels are where
they are. Knowing we were heading into another drought, we started with our
lakes 3” above full pond to give us as much breathing room as we could and
despite all of our dam gates being shut down for the past two months, we are
where we are. Without some significant rain, things are not going to improve.

The entire Belgrade chain of lakes are all in dire straits. Both East and North
Ponds are reportedly down 12” so there is obviously nothing to flow into Great
and Long Ponds.

Lastly, for those of you with boat lifts, we would suggest checking to make
sure you can still get your boat off. And now is also a good time to remove that
boat lift canopy while you can still access it with your boat on the lift.

Thank you all for your patience.

Your Belgrade Area Dams Committee

campers. They displayed excellent teamwork and positive energy during their
service.

The volunteer event was organized by the Maine Conservation Corps, 7 Lakes
Alliance, and Camp Somerset for Girls. This event is part of a federally funded
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration grant which was awarded to
Maine Governor's Office of Policy Innovation and the Future to help educate and
engage the community on green infrastructure practices to combat shoreline and
coastal erosion which poses a threat to the state of Maine.

Hayden Park is the first of many public places 7 Lakes Alliance is working to
improve and use to educate people on how to combat erosion in their own com-
munities. The public is invited to join 7 Lakes Alliance at Hayden Park on August
8th for an erosion control demonstration. At this event, the Maine Conservation
Corps’ newest addition, the “Shore Corps”, will provide a demonstration of Best
Management Practices for shoreline erosion. Contact Shore Corps Steward Daniel
Sylvester if you have event questions. Dan can be reached by email at
daniel.sylvester@7lakesalliance.org.
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