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A Fascination With Fireworks
by Esther J. Perne

Photo by Michael Breault

W

hen night settles in, when the crowds
settle down and when the sky lights
up with bursts and trails and spirals
and showers of color something special is in the
air...literally. Children are entranced, dogs cower
and adults are as nonpartisan as adults can be.
Almost everyone (except the dogs) votes yes
for a celebration with fireworks whether it's for a
sports team win, a summer fest, a community
milestone, the arrival of a new season, a wedding
or, especially, the birth of a nation.
Fireworks were the celebration of choice in
1776 when the United States declared its independence on July 4th and they have been a patriotic tradition ever since. They already were a
popular way to celebrate patriotism in other
countries.
Briefly, fireworks may have been discovered
by the Chinese 2,000 years ago, where written
records describe how to make gunpowder into a
firecracker. The idea for shooting gunpowder as a

weapon is attributed to the Greeks and Romans.
Gunpowder made its way to the West in the 13th
century and so did fireworks which became a
form of entertainment and although they have
continued as entertainment all over the world
they are also used for providing light, warning
about dangers and signaling for help via torpedoes, flares and rockets and many similar
devices.
In Maine, fireworks are legal, with some
exceptions, but they are also controlled by municipal ordinances under which times and restrictions may vary. Belgrade, for example, where a
spectacular public fireworks display will be
sponsored by the Belgrade Lakes Region
Business Group on July 4, advises individual consumers to observe the following rules and
requests:
-Consumer fireworks, by Maine law, may only
be used between 9 am and 10 pm except July 4,
December 31 and the weekends before and after

July 4 and December 31, when the hours of use
are extended until 12:30 am.
-Fireworks can only be used on your own
property or the property of a person who has
consented to their use.
-Those under 21 may not buy, use or possess
consumer fireworks. Violation of fireworks law is
a civil offense that carries a fine and court costs.
-Keep in mind that while you may be on vacation, neighbors may have to get up for work,
have young children, have pets that may be traumatized by fireworks, or may have issues themselves that make fireworks difficult to tolerate. Be
a good neighbor and respect those around you.
-For more information, visit maine.gov and
search for "fireworks."
Municipalities aside, Maine's many lake communities are also affected by fireworks and
although they cannot pass ordinances they can
issue lake-friendly fireworks user guidelines like
Continued on page 2

Join us...and help
protect our lakes!
Please support our
Loon Preservation Project.
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TILLERS NOW IN STOCK!

137 Main Street, Belgrade Lakes, Maine 04918
207-512-5150 • www.belgradelakesassociation.org
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Continued from page 1
the list issued by the Belgrade Lakes chain's
North Pond: Celebrate the 4th of July with the
Sake of the Lake in Mind!
"While fireworks seem to go hand and hand
with the 4th of July, there are a number of Best
Management Practices that you can follow to
help keep our lake free from debris and prevent
harmful chemicals that are contained in fireworks from affecting water and aquatic life.
1. Be respectful of your neighbors and their
pets and consider the timing and frequency of
fireworks displays.
2. Become knowledgeable of surrounding

drinking water supplies.
3. Devise a plan that minimizes potential
runoff from launch areas, and don't launch from
bare soil or sand.
4. Launch fireworks at a steep angle that promotes maximum height allowing the complete
ignition and combustion. Fireworks launched at
a low trajectory may result in premature submersion in the water and incomplete burning of
potentially hazardous compounds.
5. Rake the launch area and clean up all debris
immediately following a fireworks display.
Retrieve any visible non-combusted materials
from the water.

6. Collect and dispose of all "duds" in accordance with manufacturer recommendations.
Excerpted from The North Pond News,
Summer 2021. For more information contact
NHDES, "Fireworks and New Hampshire's
Waterbodies," Fact Sheet.
When night settles in, when the crowds settle
down and when the sky lights up with bursts and
trails and spirals and showers of color something
special is in the air.
Here's to enjoying the fireworks celebrations
in central Maine....and please leave the dogs at
home.

Hard Work of Youth Conservation Corps Improves Belgrades Water Quality
by Anthony Wilson - 7 Lakes Alliance Communication Director
ot an erosion problem along a shoreline in
required state permitting.
the Belgrade Lakes watershed? The 7 Lakes
Property owners provide the supplies; the
Alliance has a solution.
YCC provides the labor at a minimal cost. (Labor
The mission of 7 Lakes’ Youth Conservation
is the costliest expense of most construction projCorps is to execute erosion control projects that
ect.) Crews of high school and college students
keep dirt out of the lakes – phosphorous in dirt
typically complete a project in a day or less.
being a necessary nutrient for algae, the organism
Erosion control methods are referred to as best
that can turn lakes an icky green.
management practices, and the current BMP of
The YCC is accepting applications for summer
choice is reinforcing shorelines and embankprojects. Interested property owners can email
ments with riprap. Optimally, the broken stone is
Erosion Control Project Coordinator Stuart Cole
complemented by other BMPs, such as:
at stuart.cole@7lakesalliance.org about their pro•Planting vegetative buffers; blueberry bushes
posed project. Cole will schedule an inspection of
are tremendous at stemming erosion … and at
the worksite and offer recommendations about
providing a delicious pie filling!
what should be done, including providing a list
•Installing rubber razors that keeps driveway
Continued on page 3...
of the needed supplies. He also pursues any
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Home insurance,
made to measure.
Generations of Belgrade Lakes Region families have looked to GHM Insurance
for a personal approach bringing peace of mind. Our experienced
professionals create customized insurance plans designed
around your needs, not what’s worked for someone else.

152 Fairﬁeld St
Oakland, ME 04963
207-465-3007
www.treespiritsofmaine.com

Makers of Orangecello,
Limoncello, Absinthe and locally
sourced wines & spirits. Join us
for tastings Wednesday through
Saturday. Also scheduling private
tastings and hosting small events.
Tree Spirits ~ Locally sourced,
internationally recognized

Call today to find out how we can help you protect
your home & auto, boat, RV and more.
Insurance for your business, too, as well as
health & life insurance, including Medicare.

51 Main Street, Waterville, Maine 04901
800-244-9046 | ghmagency.com
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Belgrade’s
working
family farm

Farmstore
Open 7 days a week, 9am - 6pm
Featuring all-organic products grown
and produced here on the farm
Pies, Farm Tours, Farm Store, CSA, Flowers: Bouquets & Pick Your Own
Organic, horse and oxen powered vegetable farm
winterberryfarmstand.com
538 Augusta Road | Route 27, Belgrade | 207-649-3331
2 miles south of Belgrade Lakes Village on Rt 27

B

LA’s Board of Directors is grateful to all of you for your continuous &
generous financial contributions that serve to keep our lakes clean and
environmentally vital.
But, simply put, this Summer we Need Your Help!
We invite you to join a BLA Board Member to staff, for a shift (or more),
on one of our Raffle Tables this Summer. The Summer Raffle is a primary
fund-raiser that supports the health of our precious lakes. In addition to
raising funds for the BLA, you will find that connecting with the community of lake property owners & visitors at our Raffle tables to be rewarding by
itself.
BLA Board Members operate Raffle sales tables at the Village Post Office
& the Farmers Market on weekends from now until the drawing on August
18th. Optimally we need one or two volunteers along with a Board
Member to be able to operate each table effectively. If you are able to help
us, even just once, please contact Board Member & Raffle Scheduler,
George Atkinson at gatkinson295@yahoo.com or leave a voice message at
the BLA office at 207-512-5150.
As the Summer season is so short, Please Sign up TODAY!
On behalf of your BLA Board of Directors, Thank you!
...Continued from page 2
and camp road dirt from washing into lakes during rainstorms.
•Building porous infiltration steps into which water can seep.
•Laying driplines below eaves to allow roof runoff to more easily seep
into the ground.
•Building rain gardens that collect runoff and sprout beautiful flowers.
•Spreading erosion-control mulch or gravel.
•Blazing zigzagged paths to the water, impeding the flow of runoff.
Cole also oversees 7 Lakes’ LakeSmart program, which helps property
owners determine whether their camp or lake home could benefit from
adding BMPs. Email him to schedule a survey of your property. If it’s
deemed effective at mitigating runoff into the lake, you can earn a prized
LakeSmart designation and a sign that, we hope, will encourage your
neighbors to do the same.
Our lakes are gems. But our enjoyment of them carries a responsibility to
be good stewards of them so they remain crystalline for generations to
come. That means proactively keeping dirt out of the lakes.
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MAINE MADE US ACCESSIBLE

BECAUSE
GETTING SICK
IS NOT IN YOUR
SUMMER PLANS
WE’VE MADE WALK-IN CARE
AVAILABLE SEVEN DAYS A WEEK IN
WATERVILLE
Northern Light Walk-In Care
8 am to 6 pm - Open every day
No appointment necessary
174 Kennedy Memorial Drive, Waterville
Next to Northern Light Inland Hospital
207.861.6140
MaineMadeUs.com/Inland

Walk in care is now available online.
Visit NorthernLightHealth.org/VWIC
to learn more or to get care today!
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Take It Outside

Moose in the Morning; Trout in the Afternoon
by Pete Kallin

L

ast week was the first official week of summer and I got to enjoy a
broad variety of the outside activities this area offers. One day last
week I went foraging for early season mushrooms and met up with a
couple of moose in the woods on one of the 7-Lakes Alliance hiking
trails. Later that day, I took a neighbor’s grandson out fishing and to
check on a newly hatched loon chick. We caught a couple of bass and
a nice rainbow trout along the way. Earlier in the week we had an
overnight visit from my youngest grandson while his parents enjoyed
some time to themselves. I took him fishing for a bit and he caught 4
or 5 nice sunfish off the dock. Later in the week I spent some time hiking French Mountain and met families hiking with their kids. I finished the week on a nice bird walk led by Julia Hanauer-Milne at
7-Lakes’ Fogg Island Preserve in Mt Vernon, where we saw and heard
a large number of species, including scarlet tanagers, kingfishers, and
nesting king birds, among others.
One of my neighbors called last week to see if I knew anyone with
an Android phone. Her 15-year-old grandson, Jackson Schulz, from
North Carolina had just arrived without his phone charger. The boy
was an avid fisherman, so I took him out while his phone was charging. A few cold, windy days last week has resulted in the surface
water temperature in the lake dropping from about 70F back to the
low to mid 60’s. This has made the trout in Long Pond much happier,
Thompson family from Gardiner with Isabella and Zoey
getting a free ride up French Mountain.
and they are staying up in the layer again. I’ve caught several this
week and Jackson got a nice one while we were out that he
brought back for dinner for his family. The next day, I
hiked French Mountain and met several Bear Spring
campers out enjoying the hiking. They come every year
and like to get out on the trails. I also met the Thompson
Family from Gardiner out hiking with daughters Isabella
and Zoey in back packs. Mom had Zoey and I assumed
dad had Isabella. Mom said, “That’s not my husband,
that’s his best friend, Rooks.” I asked if she was going to
get in trouble if her husband saw her picture in the paper
Jackson Schulz with 16” rainbow trout.
out with his best friend. She laughed, and said, “No, in
fact he’s the one that suggested
we come hike here while he was
at work.”
LONG POND – Belgrade MLS 1529347 This area offers some great outQuality-built, year-round 4 bedroom/4 bath
door recreation, whether you
cape in Belgrade Lakes with deeded beach
rights to one of the loveliest waterfront lots on
like to hike, bike, birdwatch,
Long Pond! This cozy home provides opportunity
fish, sail, or paddle a canoe or
for one level living with first floor primary suite
Grandson, Bayard, with sunfish.
and plenty of additional private space for friends
kayak. Pick up a map of the local
and family. Picturesque setting in quiet lakeside
trails at Day’s Store or from the 7-LA at the Maine Lakes Resource Center
neighborhood within a half-mile of Belgrade
Lakes village! Two-car garage, large shed,
(MLRC). The 7 Lakes Alliance is sponsoring many events that may be of
beautiful gardens, large level lawn, stone patios.
interest. Upcoming programs include multiple family hikes (including June
$525,000 Ask For Ellen
26 at Mt Phillip), a night sky tour (June 28), and a presentation by Chewonki
Continued on page 15...

“Caring for the ones who cared for us”

In - Home Nursing • Personal Care Services • Homemakers
• Emergency Response Systems • Transportation Services
STATE REGISTERED PERSONAL CARE
AND HOMEMAKER AGENCY

465-3249

www.Maine-lyElderCare.com

28 Center St., Oakland, Me 04963

denise@Maine-lyElderCare.com

BELGRADE – MLS 1531772 - This 4 bedroom,
3 full bath home sits on 2+ acres on a quiet country road in Belgrade. It can be used as a single
family home, or maybe use the fully finished
basement for your in home business, or a rental
to help with your expenses. For your convenience,
there is also an attached 2 car garage, and
another 2 car detached garage for your toys or
more storage. Come enjoy all the amenities and
activities the Belgrade Lakes Region has to fferfishing, boating, hiking, golfing, ice fishing, and
many restaurants and shopping to enjoy.
$360,000 Ask For Darcy
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Saturday 7/2 through August 18 "Pandora," 933-9999, Theater
At Monmouth.

Calendar

A

dditions and changes to events, activities, outings, visits, etc. are welcome and appreciated.
Email, call, or stop us on the street with ideas and
information.

WEEKLY
Farmers’ Markets
Tuesday - Augusta Farmers’ Market, 2-6 pm, Mill Park, Water
Street.
Thursday - Downtown Waterville Farmers Market, 2-6 pm,
Head of Falls.
Friday - Farmington Farmers’ Market, 10 am-1 pm, parking lot
near BLC, Front Street.
Sunday - Belgrade Lakes Farmers Market, 9 am-2 pm, Main
Street.

MUSIC
Thursday 7/7 and every Thursday - Music on the Village Green,
“Cowboy Angels” first concert, 6:30-8 pm, hosted by Chris
Poulin, 495-3481, in the gazebo, Belgrade Lakes.
Friday 7/1 and every Friday in July and August - Historic
Johnson Hall’s Free Waterfront Concerts, “Unfinished Blues
Band,” 7-8:30 pm, Gardiner Landing on the Kennebec River,
Gardiner.

Wednesday - Fast Eddie’s, 377-5550, 5-8 pm, Route 202,
Winthrop.
Wednesday - Dutch Treat, 645-2145, 5-7 pm, Route 2, Wilton.
Thursday - Gardiner Classic Car,, 592-7019, 3-7 pm, Waterfront
Park.
THEATER
Thursday 6/23-Saturday 7/2 “Critics Choice,” 474-7176,
Lakewood Summer Theater, Route 201, Madison.

Sunday 7/3 - Book Sale, sponsored by The Friends of the
Belgrade Public Library, 9 am-1 pm, 649-4238, Belgrade Center
for All Seasons, 1 Center Drive, Route 27, Belgrade Lakes.
Tuesday 7/5 - Live Animals with Chewonki Natural History
Program, including a live possum, 3 pm, 495-6039, 7lakesalliance.org, 7 Lakes Alliance, Main Street, Belgrade Lakes.

PLANT PATROL

Tuesday 7/5 - Gawler Family concert, 7 pm, $15, Union Meeting
House, Readfield.

Every Wednesday through 8/24 - Adopt-A-Shoreline & Plant ID
Training, 10-11:30 am, www.7lakesalliance.org, 495-6039, 7
Lakes Alliance, 137 Main St, Belgrade Lakes.

Wednesday 7/6 - New England Music Camp Faculty Recital,
7:30 pm, free, Alumni Hall, Snow Pond Center for the
Performing Arts, snowpond.org, Goldenrod Lane, Sidney.

THIS WEEK

Thursday 7/7 - Moose in Maine with Distinguished Moose
Biologist Lee Kantor, 4:30-6 pm, sponsored by 7 Lakes Alliance,
495-6039, 7lakesalliance.org, 137 Main St, Belgrade Lakes.

Through Sunday 8/7 - Atlantic Music Festival, Colby College,
Waterville.

Cruise-Ins

Saturday 7/2 and Sunday 7/3 - New England Music Camp, concert, 3 pm, free, Bowl in the Pines, snowpond.org, Snow Pond
Center for the Arts, 8 Goldenrod Lane, Sidney.

Friday 7/1 - Invasive Plant Paddle, 8 am, 495-6039, 7lakesalliance.org, East Pond.

Thursday 7/8 - New England Camp Student Honor Recital, 7:30
pm, free, Alumni Hall, Snow Pond Center for the Performing
Arts, snowpond.org, Goldenrod Lane, Sidney.

Friday 7/1 - Unfinished Blues Band, Johnson Hall Free
Waterfront Concert, 6-7:30 pm, Waterfront Park, Gardiner.

Saturday 7/9 - LakeSmart & R U Buff Enough Workshop,
NorthPondMaine.org, Grange Hall, Smithfield.

Friday 7/1 - Michael Franti & SPEARHEAD, live in concert, outdoors at Snow Pond’s Bowl in the Pines, 476-6976,
snowpond.org, Snow Pond Center for the Arts, 8 Goldenrod
Lane, Sidney.

Saturday 7/9 - Strawberry Shortcake Fest, 1 pm, $5, curbside
pickup, Union Meeting House, Readfield.

Area Fourth of July Activities
Monday 7/4 - City of Augusta 4th of July Celebration, parade 10 am, line-up at State
House parking lot, finish Old Fort Western, 2 pm food trucks at Mill Park, 3-6 pm children/youth activities, 4:30 pm live music, 9 pm dual fireworks across from Mill Park
and across from Waterfront Park, Water Street, Augusta.

Get tickets @ whistlestopconcertseries.com

BOB MARLEY

JULY 22

Spencer + the Walrus

Amphitheatre
Stage

Amphitheater Stage
6PM doors,
7PM show

6PM doors,
7PM show

Tickets $36.50
Wicked funny guy who lives in Maine
and thinks it’s the best state in the world
maybe even the universe. Get ready to LOL!!

Slaid
Cleaves

AUGUST 7
Amphitheater
Stage
6PM doors,
7PM show
$25 advance, $30 day of show
Grew up in Maine. Lives in Texas.
Writes songs. Makes records. Travels
around. Tries to be good

JULY 30

$25 in advance, General Admission
Spencer and the Walrus meticulously
recreate the music of the Beatles.

WARD HAYDEN

Brett
Dennen

and the Outliers

AUGUST
20

Big Sky
Stage
6PM doors,
7PM show
$20 advance, $25 day of show
A musical force to be reckoned with. From
heart wrenching ballads, to foot-stompin’
rock ‘n’ roll, whether live or on record,

they deliver every time.

SEPTEMBER 16
Amphitheater Stage
6PM doors,
7PM show
$30 in advance, General Admission
See Brett on his So Much More
summer tour, featuring Brett’s new
album, See the World.

Narrow Gauge Cinema & Drive In
Front Street Farmington
www.narrowgaugecinema.net
Office-778-2281 • Info line 778-4877
Cinema prices: Adults $7.00 Children $5.00
Monday and all matinees 5.00 • Now Open 7 Days a Week!
NARROW GAUGE DRIVE-IN NOW OPEN FOR THE SEASON!
Drive in prices: $10.00 per carload

BIG SKY GRILL
Thursday, Friday and Saturday 4:30 pm – 8:30 pm
For Take-Out or Reservations please call (207) 779-7883

Monday 7/4 - Belgrade Lakes July 4th Celebration, visit Winterberry Farm 9 am-6 pm,
famous strawberry shortcake Union Church 11 am-3 pm, Boat Parade 12 noon, Street
Parade 4 pm, Fireworks 9 pm, Main Street, Belgrade Lakes.
Sunday 7/3 and Monday 7/4 - Central Maine 4th of July Celebration, kids events, craft
fair, bands, parade, fireworks, gates open both days at noon, admission free, $5 parking
donation, www.centralmaine4th.com, Fairgrounds, Clinton.
Monday 7/4 - 4th of July parade, 10 am, downtown Farmington.
Monday 7/4 - "Friends on the 4th" 5K, 20th running, sponsored by the Friends of the
Cobbossee Watershed, 8 am, fireworks at 9:15 pm, Winthrop.
Monday 7/4 - Free Movie Night, Spiderman No Way Home, 7 pm, fireworks 9:30 pm,
register at snowpond.org, 476-6976, Bowl in the Pines, Snow Pond Center for the Arts,
Goldenrod Lane, Sidney.
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The Vienna Woods Players Present
Four Short Comedic Plays

T

he Vienna Woods Players are preparing a
comedic evening of four short, adult themed
plays by David Ives, American playwright,
screenwriter and novelist, called “All In The
Timing”.
Lives of the Saints features two women preparing a funeral breakfast in a church basement who
muse on life, death, and the meaning of Polish
jokes – and along the way achieve a kind of sanctity.
English Made Simple feature a young couple
who meet at a party, and their immediate romantic attraction is translated into comically unromantic grammar lessons as they struggle to free
themselves from the banal constrictions of party
talk.
Words, Words, Words recalls the philosophical
adage that three monkeys typing into infinity
will sooner or later produce Hamlet and asks:
what would monkeys talk about at their typewriters?

Sure Thing features two people who meet at a
café and find their way through a conversational
minefield as an offstage bell interrupts their false
starts, gaffes, and faux pas on the way to falling
in love.
The Vienna Woods Players are based at The
Union Hall in Vienna (5 Vienna Road, Vienna,
ME) contributing to a century’s old tradition of
theater, music, dance in the Hall.
Performances will be at 7:00 pm on July 14, 15,
and 16 with an additional matinee Saturday at
2:00.
The Union Hall requests attendees be COVID
vaccinated and masked.
Due to adult language, a mature audience
is recommended. As seating is limited, reservations
are
recommended
by
emailing
vienna.woods.players@gmail.com The price of tickets is a generous donation determined by the
patron.

ay Mill Antique
w
a
h
s
t
Ha
Quality Authentic Antiques

• VOTED BEST OF MID MAINE
• THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT
• DISCOVER THE GEM THAT IS HATHAWAY MILL
• ANTIQUES, SISTER SHOP TO
• CABOT MILL ANTIQUES!!
Open Wed. - Sun. 10am-5pm
Closed Mon. & Tues.
Air Conditioned
HATHAWAY MILL ANTIQUES
10 Water Street, Waterville, ME 04901

207-877-0250
Like us on Facebook & Follow us on Instagram!

info@hathawaymillantiques.com
www.hathawaymillantiques.com

Gaslight Theater to Present
I Hate Shakespeare!
by Gregor Smith

D

o you hate Shakespeare? Or do you love him?If you are in the “hate” camp, Gaslight Theater’s
presentation of I Hate Shakespeare! may change your mind. If you already love the Bard, the play
may deepen your appreciation of his works.
Gaslight, which bills itself as Maine’s “oldest continuously operating theater,” will hold six performances on the second and third weekends of
July. The performances will be in Augusta and
Hallowell.
Written by Steph DeFerie and directed by Meg
Mattheson, this play about plays spoofs both
Shakespeare and popular culture. Through a
series of sketches, Hamlet (Cody Curtis) and the
ensemble (listed below) try to convince an
“Unhappy Person” (Lisa Copenhaver) that
Shakespeare’s plays are still interesting, meaningful, and funny four hundred years after they were
written. The sketches include Othello, Iago, and
Desdemona’s sorting out their differences on the
Jerry Springer Show; a mild-mannered milquetoast’s finding courage in a can and learning to
use Shakespearean insults against a sand-kicking bully at the beach; the ensemble’s attempts to relate
the plot of “the Scottish play” without saying the name of the play or its lead character, lest some
calamity occur; and Juliet’s going on The Dating Game to choose a suitor. (Will she pick Romeo?) There
are also zombies and cheerleaders, and at some point, somebody gets a pie in the face.
The cast and crew also includes Ben Keene, Kathleen Leopold, Donna Loveland, Eleanor Maranda,
Joe Maranda, Desi-Rae Severson, Quinn Murray, Matthew Perry, Gregor Smith, Tony Vazquez, and
Richard Bostwick. There are 44 distinct roles, so each actor plays multiple parts.
Performances will take place Friday – Sunday, July 8-10 & 15-17. The Friday and Saturday shows
will all start at 6:00 p.m., the Sunday shows at 2:00. Not including intermission, the play runs 60 – 70
minutes. The play is definitely suitable for children, although they may not get all the jokes and references. Indeed, the first-ever production of I Hate Shakespeare! used child actors. Rather than taking
place on Broadway with adult professionals, it was by the students at a middle school on Cape Cod
in 2008.
The first weekend’s performances will be held in Augusta’s Waterfront Park, behind the stone-turreted Olde Federal Building on Water Street. The second weekend will be at the Vaughan Homestead
Pavilion at 2 Litchfield Road in Hallowell.
All performances will be outdoors. Although a few seats may be available, audience members
should bring their own chairs or blankets to sit on. Admission is free, but donations will be gratefully accepted.
For more information, go to www.gaslighttheater.org or call 626-3698.

Design • Build

•

Renovate

General Contractors

SUPERB RESTORATIONS.

Tues - Sat
9-5

207-872-7542

July 1 - July 7, 2022
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Winter Storage for Summer Vehicles

Belgrade Lakes

Marine & Storage, Inc.
207-495-2378

• www.belgradelakesmarine.com

366 Augusta Road, Route 27, Belgrade, ME

Please rsvp to 7LakesAlliance.org We need a head count!

Call 495-3777
to advertise in
Summertime in the Belgrades

July 1 - July 7, 2022
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Gail Rizzo

Pat Donahue
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WORLD CLASS BARBEQUE
SEAFOOD, PASTA, & VEGETARIAN ENTREES

207.622.8899
300 WATER STREET, AUGUSTA, MAINE

WWW.RIVERFRONTBBQ.COM
FULL SERVICE DINING ¥ CATERING ¥ BULK TAKE OUT

Augusta’s finest upscale lounge featuring
fine wine , martinis, and over 100 brands
of beer from Germany to Japan
Thursday thru Saturday 3:00pm until Midnight,
Above the Riverfront Barbeque & Grille
at 300 Water Street
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Visit the Businesses
on Marina Drive

info@greatpondmarina.com

sadiesboathouse@hotmail.com
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• 207-495-4045 •
Like us on Facebook!
Friday-Saturday 5-9 PM

Happy Summer!!!

207-495-9009
www.gandlcontractingmaine.com

ce
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F. A. Rizzo Appraisal Company

Frank Rizzo
Consultant/Appraiser

Real Estate Appraisal
& Planning

Call of the Loon
A Day in the Life
of our Belgrade Loons

Certified Residential cr709

tel. (207) 495-3365
cell (207) 458-4916
farizzo@roadrunner.com

BOOKS, PUZZLES, TOYS, GAMES

If you have a particular question regarding our Belgrade loon population, please email your
inquiry to: info@blamaine.org and we will try to answer your question either in this column or via
email. Have a great summer enjoying the “Call of the Loon”!!
Dick Greenan, Chairman, BLA Loon Preservation Project"

A store for children of all ages,
the young and the young at heart.

Open Monday 12 to 5 • Tues. – Sat. 9 to 5
52 Main St. Waterville 872-4543

Advertising in Summertime in the Belgrades
REALLY WORKS!
Call 207-495-3777 for rates and information.

dan@generatorsofmaine.com

Wednesday - Friday:
10 am - 6 pm
Saturday: 10 am - 4 pm
Sunday: 10 am - 3 pm

207-707-2123
www.oliverandfriendsbookshop.com
87 Main Street, Belgrade Lakes Village

For your jacking and
leveling needs,
including sill repair,
call Eric Lancaster
"Over 25 years experience."

207-634-2821

Thu - Fri 7am - 4pm,
Sat 8am - 2pm

ACME LAND SURVEYING, LLC
Professional Land Surveyors – Professional Foresters

engine5bakehouse.com
https://www.facebook.com/engine5bakehouse

Property Surveyors, Subdivisions, Topographic Surveys, MLIs,
Elevation Certificates/LOMAs, ALTA/ACS Surveys,
Deed Research, Wetland Delineation, Forest Management

108 Fairbanks Rd., Suite 5
Farmington, ME 04938
Website: www.acmelandsurveying.com

Tel. (207) 778-4081
Toll Free (800) 778-4081
Email: info@acmelandsurveying.com

• Lakeside Cottages • Boats & Motors
• Full American Plan

3 Alden Camps Cove
Oakland, Me 04963
(207-465-7703
E-mail: info@aldencamps.com • Website: www.aldencamps.com
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Dining
Augusta
• Riverfront Barbeque & Grille and Gin Mill Lounge,
world class barbeque, seafood, pasta and vegetarian entrees,
full service dining, catering, bulk take out, 300 Water Street,
Augusta, www.riverfrontbbq.com, 622-8899

Restaurant Hours
Farmington
•Big Sky Grill, wood-fired pizza, pasta, salads and more, 108
Narrow Gauge Square, narrowgaugecinema.net/big-sky-grill,
779-7883

Waterville
•Engine 5 Bakehouse, fresh, from-scratch baked goods
Belgrade
including pies, cookies, bars, and gluten free items, take-out
• H.J Blake's for Goodness Sake's, fresh, homemade, tasty only , 140 Western Ave, Waterville, engine5bakehouse.com,
take out, signature lobster rolls, hot dogs, burgers, scenic out- 616-3772
door seating, 945 West Road, Belgrade, 462-2280
• Pete's Pig, order ahead and get Smoked Meats, Party Packs
• Sadie's Boathouse Restaurant at Great Pond Marine,
and Catering, not offering dine-in and take out, 35 Water
hearty contemporary American fare, 25 Marina Drive,
Street, www.petespig.com, 616-0969
Belgrade Lakes, 495-4045, 242-1273
• Village Inn and Tavern 157 Main Street, Belgrade Lakes,
Oakland - Wines & Spirits
495-3553, www.villageinnandtavern.com
• Tree Spirits, tasting room for award winning wines and
• Winterberry Farm Café, homemade treats, pie, cookies,
spirits made from local apples, pears and maple syrup, tours
granola bars, grilled organic cheese sandwiches, veggies,
available, 152 Fairfield Street, Oakland,
drinks, 538 Augusta Rd, (Route 27), Belgrade, 649-3331
www.treespiritsofmaine.com, 861-2723 or 465-3007

Notebook

C

ome explore the outdoors with five full days
of FUN for children entering grades 4-6!
Two 1-week sessions – July 25th-29th, 2022 and
August 8th-12th are being held at the YMCA
Camp of Maine on Cobbossee Lake in East
Winthrop, ME. Campers will enhance their
relationship with the natural world as they
explore, observe and experience the nearby
ponds, forests and fields (hiking, fishing, swimming, canoeing & kayaking); record observations
in their own nature journal; learn basic wilderness skills; and participate in ecology skits, crafts
and games. Campers will also be treated to a

Summer Nature
Day Camp
special session of “Tadpole Patrol” aboard the
Friends 22’ pontoon boat, the OTTER II. Camp
runs daily from 8:30am-4:30 pm. Cost for each 5day camp session is $250/pp, and includes lunch
and afternoon snack. Early registration is recommended, as space is extremely limited! The
Friends follow the guidelines of the Maine CDC
and the YMCA Camp of Maine regarding Covid19 safety. Please visit the Friends at www.watershedfriends.com for up to date information. For
more information, please contact Cami Wilbert
(Education & Outreach Director) at 395-5239 or
cami@watershedfriends.com.

SUMMER HOURS
Tuesday - Sunday
@ 5PM beginning June 1st
DINNER
RESERVATIONS
Must be made by phone

(207) 495-3553
Lodging
Summer Music Schedule ~ Coming Soon
www.villageinnandtavern.com
157 Main Street | PO Box 282
Belgrade Lakes, ME 04918
villageinnandtavern@gmail.com

Specializing In

CAMP JACKING AND LEVELING
John Webster
32 Webster Way
Belgrade, ME 04917

Sill Replacement
Retaining Walls

(207) 495-2965
35+ Years Experience

Tadpole Patrol is an “On the Water Adventure”!

T

here’s no better way to spend a Maine summer than out on the lakes! So why not learn
about the lakes at the same time? The Friends of
the Cobbossee Watershed is once again offering
the Tadpole Patrol program, an educational,
FUN, interactive and hands-on experience
aboard the Friends’ 22’ pontoon boat “floating
classroom” the OTTER II. Children and families
will enjoy the experience with four different
options offered to learn about watershed protection and water quality.
The first level is Tadpole Patrol for children
entering grades 2-3-4 where they are introduced
to lake ecology, observing wildlife, and learning
the basics of water quality testing. TP-II Lake
Science Investigators (LSI!) is for children entering grades 4-5-6 where participants become “science investigators” as they observe the lake
ecosystem, conduct water quality tests, and
record data in their own keepsake journal.
The fun continues on the water with our
Family Tadpole Patrol and Historical Lake Tour.
Get the whole family involved in our Family
Tadpole Patrol adventure! Kids and adults of all
ages can board the OTTER II for an hour and half
long session to observe wildlife, learn and share
the human and natural history of the lake, and
experience water monitoring with professional
equipment. New in 2022! Join the Friends on a

Historical Lake Tour as we partner with a local
historian to explore the amazing natural and
human history of Cobbossee Lake or Maranacook
Lake during a two hour session. The Tadpole
Patrol programs are graciously sponsored by
Kennebec Savings Bank, Augusta Fuel Co., and
Clark Marine- without them these programs
would not be possible!
FMI about dates and times of the programs
and for registration forms, please contact
FOCW Education & Outreach Director Cami
Wilbert by phone 395-5239 or email cami@watershedfriends.com or visit the Friends’ website
www.watershedfriends.com.

Open by Appointment

Cutmpslassociation@gmail.com
to order in
Green Certified Wood,
lengths from
Seasoned & Ash
Cut, Split & Delivered
14” to 23”
853 Civic Center Drive, Augusta, ME 04330
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Business Directory
ANTIQUES
Hathaway Mill Antiques, Multi-Dealer Emporium,
10 Water Street, Waterville, 877-0250,
www.hathawaymillantiques.com
APPLE ORCHARDS
The Apple Farm, 104 Back Road, Fairfield,
453-7656, www.applefarm.us
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN
LakeHouse Design, Build, Renovate, 17 Birchwood Road,
Augusta, 242-3663. www.lakehousedesignbuildmaine.com houzz
ARTS
Waterville Creates, 10 Water Street, Suite 106, Waterville,
616-0292, www.watervillecreates.org

BUILDERS
G&L Contracting, 116 Lakeshore Drive, Belgrade Lakes,
215-7951, 495-2325, 233-7408,
gandlcontractingmaine.com
LakeHouse Design, Build, Renovations, 17 Birchwood Road,
Augusta, 242-3663. 512-8161
https://www.houzz.com/pro/contact7917/lakehouse-design-build
BUILDING MATERIALS
Hammond Lumber Company, at 21 locations: Auburn, Bangor,
Bar Harbor, Belfast, Belgrade, Blue Hill, Boothbay Harbor,
Brunswick, Bucksport, Calais, Camden, Cherryfield,
Damariscotta, Ellsworth, Fairfield, Farmington, Greenville,
Machias, Portland, Rockland, Skowhegan, 1-866-HAMMOND,
www.hammondlumber.com
CAMP JACKING AND LEVELING
Eric Lancaster, Norridgewock, 634-2821, ejlancater77@gmail.com
John Webster, 32 Webster Way, Belgrade, 495-2965

AUTOMOBILE STORAGE
Belgrade Lakes Marine and Storage, Inc, 366 Augusta Road,
Belgrade, (Rte. 27), 495-2378, www.belgradelakesmarine.com

CHIMNEY SERVICES
Eastern Chimney Inc., 1 Cardinal Way, Winslow, 649-1957

BANKING
Maine State Credit Union 200 Capitol Street, Augusta,
623-1851, www.mainestatecu.org

CIVIL ENGINEERS
Thayer Engineering septic design, storm water mitigation,
permitting, 17 Hasson Street, Farmingdale,
582-7762, www.thayereng.com

BEVERAGES
Tree Spirits, 152 Fairfield Street (Rte. 23), Oakland,
861-2723 or 465-3007, www.treespiritsofmaine.com
BOAT COVERS
Covers It All Upholstery, 1042 Kennedy Memorial Dr, Oakland,
465-7847, www.coversitallupholstery.com
BOAT LIFTS
Hammond Lumber Company, at 21 locations: Auburn, Bangor,
Bar Harbor, Belfast, Belgrade, Blue Hill, Boothbay Harbor,
Brunswick, Bucksport, Calais, Camden, Cherryfield,
Damariscotta, Ellsworth, Fairfield, Farmington, Greenville,
Machias, Portland, Rockland, Skowhegan, 1-866-HAMMOND,
www.hammondlumber.com
BOAT MOORINGS
Great Pond Marina. 25 Marina Drive, (off Rte. 27),
Belgrade Lakes, 495-2213, www.greatpondmarina.com
BOAT RENTALS
Great Pond Marina, 25 Marina Drive, (off Rte. 27),
Belgrade Lakes, 495-2213, www.greatpondmarina.com
BOAT SALES AND SERVICES
Mid-Maine Marine, 885 Kennedy Memorial Drive, Oakland,
465-2146, www.midmainemarine.com
BOAT STORAGE
Belgrade Lakes Marine and Storage, Inc, 366 Augusta Road,
Belgrade, 495-2378, www.belgradelakesmarine.com
Great Pond Marina, 25 Marina Drive, (off Rte. 27), Belgrade
Lakes, 495-2213, www.greatpondmarina.com
Mid-Maine Marine, 885 Kennedy Memorial Drive, Oakland,
465-2146, www.midmainemarine.com
BOOKS
Children’s Book Cellar, 52 Main Street, Waterville,
872-4543, www.facebook.com/ChildrensBook Cellar/
Oliver and Friends, Bookshop, 87 Main Street, Belgrade Lakes,
707-2123
Peoples Book Shop, 605 Wings Mill Rd., Mount Vernon, 6202392, hosehead51@roadrunner.com

COMPUTER CONSULTANTS
Macintosh Solutions, Michael Breault, 24 Welch Road, Wilton,
cell 578-0226, www.michaelbreault.net
CONCERTS
Snow Pond Center for the Arts, 8 Goldenrod Lane, Sidney,
1-800-476-6976, snowpond.org
Whistlestop Concert Series, Narrow Gauge Cinemas, 123
Narrow Gauge Square, Farmington, 778-2881,
whistlestopconcertseries.com
DINING
See Directory on page 11
DOCKS
G&L Contracting, installation only, 116 Lakeshore Drive,
Belgrade Lakes, 495-2325, 215-7951, 233-7408,
gandlcontractingmaine.com
Hammond Lumber Company, at 21 locations: Auburn, Bangor,
Bar Harbor, Belfast, Belgrade, Blue Hill, Boothbay Harbor,
Brunswick, Bucksport, Calais, Camden, Cherryfield,
Damariscotta, Ellsworth, Fairfield, Farmington, Greenville,
Machias, Portland, Rockland, Skowhegan,
1-866-HAMMOND, www.hammondlumber.com
ELDER CARE
Maine-ly Elder Care, 28 Center Street, Oakland,
465-3249, www.maine-lyeldercare.com

FILMS
Maine Film Center/Railroad Square Cinema, 17 Railroad
Square , Waterville, 873-4021,
watervillecreates.org/mainefilmcenter/home/
MIFF/Maine International Film Festival, 10 Water Street, Suite
106, Waterville, miff@mainefilmcenter.org, miff.org
Narrow Gauge Cinema and Drive-in, Front Street, Farmington,
info line - 778-4877, office - 778-2281,
www.narrowgaugecinema.net
FIREWOOD
J & M Logging, Inc. 853 Civic Center Drive, Augusta,
622-6353, www.jmlogginginc.com
FLOORING
Hammond Lumber Company, at 21 locations: Auburn, Bangor,
Bar Harbor, Belfast, Belgrade, Blue Hill, Boothbay Harbor,
Brunswick, Bucksport, Calais, Camden, Cherryfield,
Damariscotta, Ellsworth, Fairfield, Farmington, Greenville,
Machias, Portland, Rockland, Skowhegan,
1-866-HAMMOND, www.hammondlumber.com
GENERAL CONTRACTORS
LakeHouse Design, Build, Renovations, 17 Birchwood Road,
Augusta, 242-3663. 512-8161
https://www.houzz.com/pro/contact7917/lakehouse-design-build
GENERATORS
Generators of Maine, 262 Augusta Road (Rte. 27), Belgrade,
495-2285, www.generatorsofmaine.com
HARDSCAPES
LakeHouse Design, Build, Renovations, 17 Birchwood Road,
Augusta, 242-3663. 512-8161
https://www.houzz.com/pro/contact7917/lakehouse-design-build
HOME CARE
Maine-ly Elder Care, 28 Center Street, Oakland,
465-3249, www.maine-lyeldercare.com
INSURANCE
GHM Insurance, 51 Main Street, Waterville, 800-244-9046,
www.ghmagency.com
JEWELRY
L.Tardif Jeweler, 62 Main St., Waterville,
872-7542, ltardifjewelers.com
KITCHENS
Hammond Lumber Company, at 21 locations: Auburn, Bangor,
Bar Harbor, Belfast, Belgrade, Blue Hill, Boothbay Harbor,
Brunswick, Bucksport, Calais, Camden, Cherryfield,
Damariscotta, Ellsworth, Fairfield, Farmington, Greenville,
Machias, Portland, Rockland, Skowhegan,
1-866-HAMMOND, www.hammondlumber.com

EYE CARE
Eye Care of Maine, 325 E. Kennedy Memorial Drive, Waterville,
873-2731, 1-800-660-3403, www.Maine2020.com

LAKE ASSOCIATIONS
Belgrade Lakes Association (BLA), Long Pond and Great Pond,
PO Box 551, 137 Main Street, Belgrade Lakes,
512-5150, belgradelakesassociation.org
McGrath Pond-Salmon Lake Association (MPSLA), Belgrade
and Oakland, PO Box 576, Oakland, ME 04963,
mpslassociation#gmail.com

FARMSTANDS
Winterberry Farm, 538 Augusta Road, (Rte. 27), Belgrade,
649-3331, www.winterberryfarmstand.com

LAND AND LAKE CONSERVATION
7 Lakes Alliance, PO Box 250, 137 Main Street, Belgrade Lakes,
931-7710, www.7lakesalliance.org

FINANCIAL PLANNING
Golden Pond Wealth Management, 129 Silver Street, Waterville,
873-2200, www.goldenpondwealth.com

LANDSCAPING
G&L Contracting, Belgrade Lakes, 215-7951,
495-2325, 233-7408, gandlcontractingmaine.com
Lynch Landscaping, 78 Maple Street, Norridgewock,
474-2420, 405-0880, www.lynchlandscaping.com

EXCAVATING
David Stevens, P0 Box 146, Belgrade, 465-3815, cell 314-0314
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LODGING
Alden Camps, East Pond, Oakland, 465-7703,
www.aldencamps.com
Village Inn and Tavern 157 Main Street, Belgrade Lakes,
495-3553, www.villageinnandtavern.com
MEDICAL CARE/WALK-IN
Northern Light Walk-In Care, 174 Kennedy Memorial Drive,
(next to Northern Light Inland Hospital) Waterville, 861-6140
PHYSICAL THERAPY
Dockside Physical Therapy, 47 Main Street, Belgrade Lakes,
495-3195, 512-2544, Fax 512-2545
PIANO ENJOYMENT
Diane Gorman, 191B Bartlett Road, Belgrade, 495-3222
Gorman3366@roadrunner.com"
REAL ESTATE APPRAISALS AND PLANNING
F.A. Rizzo Appraisal Company, Consultant/Appraiser, Real
Estate Appraisal & Planning, 495-3365, 458-4916 (cell),
farizzo@roadrunner.com,
REALTORS
Coldwell Banker Plourde Real Estate, 143 Silver Street,
Waterville, 660-4001, 872-7650,
www.coldwellbanker.com
Ellen Wells, Coldwell Banker Plourde Real Estate,
649-1471
Lakepoint Real Estate, 221 Main Street, Belgrade Lakes,
495-3700, www.belgradelakepoint.com
Gail Rizzo, Lakepoint Real Estate, 242-8199,
gail@gailrizzo.com
Pat Donahue, Lakepoint Real Estate, 730-2331,
pldcamp@msn.com
Stephanie Yeaton, Lakepoint Real Estate, 495-4046,
592-5577, stephanie@belgradelakepoint.com
Trisha Cheney, Lakepoint Real Estate, 716-6494,
trisha@belgradelakepoint.com
Amy Bernatchez, Lakepoint Real Estate, 314-2353,
amy@belgradelakepoint.com

The Dams Keeper Report

A

just 6”. Long Pond’s Wings Mill dam is at 1.32”
with both gates completely closed collecting cobwebs. Salmon/McGrath is now right at full pond
with its single gate still opened the mandated 1
cfs. flow.
Our neighbors to the east on
Messalonskee are down 5.40” below full which is
what they need to do for their electricity generation needs.
Our precipitation for the past 10 days was a
meager .54” of rain with only .64” forecasted for
the next 10 days so it looks like our honeymoon
with the occasional afternoon shower is coming
to an end. Remember, that they were calling for
an average 20% less precipitation. Who wants to
bet against the weatherman?
If you have a particular questions regarding
our Dams and/or water levels, please email your
inquiry to: dickgreenan@outlook.com and we
will try to answer your question either in this column or via email.
Enjoy your summer! It’s going to be beautiful
and somewhat dry.

visitor wrote in this week to compliment us
on the water levels so far this season, but
(there’s always a “but”) asked if “there is something we can do about the water temperature?” I
don’t know where they are from, but, right now
as I pen this week’s discourse, upper Long Pond
is a refreshing 67.8F! Not quite wet-suit weather
but not quite enjoyable either, in my book!! And
that’s on the surface. Forget going below that at
least for another month!!
Another question by way of J.A. was, “For
every inch of rain, how far does the Great Pond’s
water level come up?” Well, if you remember
from last year’s columns, for every inch of rain
that lands in your water bucket on the dock,
both Great Pond and Salmon/McGrath come up
just about 1.5”, but (I know, another “but”) Long Welcome Home!
Pond with its steep watershed, comes up a Dick
whopping 3”!
Back to why I guess you’re reading this colDick Greenan
umn, Great Pond’s Village dam is currently 1.44”
Chairman, Belgrade Lakes Watershed Dams
above full pond with the main gate still opened
Committee

Update On Great Pond Herbicide Application

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE AND TRAILER STORAGE
Belgrade Lakes Marine and Storage, Inc, 366 Augusta Road
(Rte. 27), , Belgrade, 495-2378, www.belgradelakesmarine.com
RESERVATIONS
Belgrade Vacation Rentals, lakeside camp and cottage rentals
throughout the area long and short stays many size accomodations ad rates, 1-800-760-1503, www.belgradevacationrentals.com
RESTAURANTS
See Dining Directory on page 11
RETIREMENT COMMUNITIES
Granite Hill Estates, 60 Balsam Drive, Hallowell,
626-7786, 1-888-321-1119, www.granitehillestates.com
SURVEYING
Acme Land Surveying, 108 Fairbanks Road, Suite 5, Farmington,
778-408, 1800-778-408, www.acmelandsurveying.com
WINDOWS
Hammond Lumber Company, at 21 locations: Auburn, Bangor,
Bar Harbor, Belfast, Belgrade, Blue Hill, Boothbay Harbor,
Brunswick, Bucksport, Calais, Camden, Cherryfield,
Damariscotta, Ellsworth, Fairfield, Farmington, Greenville,
Machias, Portland, Rockland, Skowhegan, 1-866-HAMMOND,
www.hammondlumber.com
WINE AND SPIRITS
Tree Spirits, 152 Fairfield Street, Route 23, Oakland,
861-2723 or 465-3007, www.treespiritsofmaine.com

Photo by Alexander Wall

T

he success of a low-risk herbicide treatment to choke invasive milfoil in Great Meadow Stream
will not be fully known until early August. The Maine Department of Environmental Protection
applied the herbicide, ProcellaCOR, on June 16, using an airboat. The herbicide is an intentionally
slow-moving solution that is gradually absorbed by the entire plant, including its roots. The success
of the effort cannot be fully measured for five weeks.
Sharon Mann, Invasive Aquatics Director for the 7 Lakes Alliance, stressed the treatment is not a
“silver bullet” cure-all. The one-time treatment is meant to stymie invasive milfoil so 7 Lakes divers
can continue to sustainably remove the milfoil infestation while preventing its spread. The 7 Lakes
Alliance and the Belgrade Lakes Association supports the DEP’s decision to treat Great Meadow
Stream after studying the herbicide’s effectiveness and safety. ProcellaCOR is not toxic to humans
and aquatic life at recommended dosages, and only temporarily impacts native plants. 7 Lakes is
monitoring the treatment’s impact on plants. The DEP, with assistance from 7 Lakes, is gathering
water samples from three checkpoints along the stream; results of the samples are pending.

14

July 1 - July 7, 2022

Travels with George by Nathaniel Philbrick
by Martha F. Barkley

Y

ep, George Washington visited, but did not sleep, in Kittery, Maine when
Massachusetts was our state and Maine a province. Mainers were always
constantly working on independence from Mass. Nathaniel Philbrick describes
the great roaring Piscataqua River that separates Portsmouth, NH from Kittery. I
can’t help but think that this tremendous phenomena of nature is one big reason
Mainers were always quite separate from our southern neighbors, NH and Mass.
“Because the Piscataqua is one of the fastest-flowing rivers in North America
(second only to the Columbus in the Pacific Northwest ), with currents recorded
as high as ten knots, the organizers must have coordinated the tour with the
changing tides.” My husband Frank and I once had lunch at an outside porch
cafe in Portsmouth overlooking the roaring Piscataqua. I kept going to the edge,
attracted by the sound of the water. Watching the movement was a surprise and
it sounded like a waterfall.
“Washington and Senator Langdon were in one barge, manned by oarsmen in
white suits, while Lear and Jackson followed in another barge with oarsmen in
blue suits.”
A third barge, can you believe, had musicians playing music. The elaborate
numbers of groups accompanying Washington everywhere makes it all seem like
a stage show in every town, whether he slept there or not. Politics from the beginning.

Washington attended Sunday church in Kittery and briefly met with the clergy
before returning to Portsmouth while the tide was still relatively calm. Philbrick
and his wife met locals and delved into history as he did at every spot Washington
ventured to. Most villages enjoyed seeing the President mounted on his white
horse in a grand parade.
The carriage carrying our tall first president between towns had a cab as small
as a Volkswagen, so Washington had to bend and fold into a small space for his
large frame, rocking and bouncing along uneven roadways. A carriage photo in
the book shows a similar one of the day, the best transportation at that time, the
chariot at the John Brown House in Providence, RI. Wealthy Brown, founder of
Brown University.
The huge boulder that tipped in balance, defying gravity, is shown in a photo
with Nathaniel pushing with all his might. Washington stopped there and apparently did the same comical pose. Low and behold, in 2020, the dreaded year of
covid, the boulder disintegrated and is no longer in balance for tourists to visit
Washington's stop. People must still look at the remains anyways...The Balancing
Rock of Holliston, Mass. if you care to check it out.
We actually still look for The Old Man on the Mountain in NH, because he was
always there until gravity pulled down those boulders years ago. Apparently similar conditions of decay.
How the 57 year old Washington weathered this long journey as far south as
Savannah, Ga. is a wonder. All to help unify a very divided young nation. Makes
me think of Lafayette's celebratory journey on horseback as well with his son
George Washington Lafayette. They returned to our country's 50th year celebration and made the laborious rounds to every state. Lafayette was no longer a
young man when he accomplished these travels. He stopped in exhaustion at The
Elms Plantation to visit Ralph Izard during a horrendous thunderstorm.
Our winter home is located at The Elms, just a half hour drive from downtown
Charleston where Washington spent several days. Worshipping at St. Michael's
Church and dancing hours at The Exchange ballroom and many dinners throughout the city. Lafayette was also welcomed with much acclaim years later after the
President's visit.
The personal commentary in this history makes it light and easy compared to
Philbrick's other histories that I have enjoyed. In The Heart of the Sea: The Tragedy of
the Whaleship Essex, is perhaps my favorite. Mayflower: A Story of Courage,
Community, and War or Why Read Moby-Dick? may catch your interest.
Looking at demolished old tavern sites where Washington stopped, many not
very pleasant, Nathaniel joked about the possible location of the outhouse out
back. The noted historian even remarked about a golf course tee where George
may have stopped "and teed". One library in a New England town has the magazine section dedicated to Washington slept here, in this room. The library used to
be the town tavern.
"By touring New England, Washington wasn't just learning from the American
citizenry about what was happening in their towns and states; he was also
instructing them in the reality of the new federal government. Washington greeted the people with a smile and a bow, but he was also asserting the authority of his
office."
Philbrick and his wife marveled at the rural beauty still remaining within an
hour of Boston, Worcester and Providence in southern New England..."surrounded by a forest so dense that it was worthy of the northern reaches of Maine."
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Real Estate Update

T

he thought of selling your lakefront property may be an overwhelming
prospect for many. There are many things to think about beyond putting a
sign on your yard and waiting for offers to roll in.
How do you get the house ready? What is your home worth? Do I need to
paint the house? What happens with the proceeds?
OK, so every situation for selling your lakefront property is unique. My first
piece of advice is utilize professionals, starting with a Real Estate agent.
While you may think selling your house on your own may save you money.
Real Estate agents live, eat and sleep real estate every day and are dedicated to
working in YOUR best interest. They know the process and will manage every
step with you including the legal pieces, home inspections, local ordinances
and zoning and negotiations. Trusting a professional to help you sell your
house will likely result in more showings, a quicker sales process and a higher
sale price. Dedicated real estate agents have a team of professionals who they
work with daily and have a high level of trust with.
People buy houses on emotion, so it is important that you can help them
visualize what their lifestyle would be in your house. The first line in this
process is getting your house ready to hit the market. Your real estate agent will
help you identify what needs to be done and recommend professionals to help
you. House cleaner, landscaper handyman, painter – these are just a few that
come to mind to prepare the physical condition of your house for sale. Your
house does not need to be perfect, but creating an attractive curb appeal will

Getting Ready to Sell?
influence the highly important first impression.
Next up is creating a first-class presentation of your home. While the details
of square footage, bedrooms and acreage are important, the visual that you create is the initial hook for a buyer. In today’s real estate market, buyers are
browsing online before seeing any homes in person. Home staging and professional photography literally set the stage for a compelling online showcase. If
you are selling a lakefront property, don’t overlook staging of the waterfront.
Boats, kayaks, firepits & docks are props that buyers want to see at the water’s
edge to complete their picture.
Once your home is listed and professionally presented and offers start coming in, your real estate broker will align you with professionals in the areas of
home inspection, accounting and legal. With home inspections, a broker will
recommend a qualified professional to remedy any issues found in the inspection process.
Is your home in a family trust? What are the tax implications of selling your
home? Are other family members involved in the process? Attorneys and
accountants with specific real estate experience can guide you through all the
family, tax and legal implications of the sale.
The sale of your home or your family camp does not need to be a burden,
and can become an easy and satisfying experience with the help of professionals. Good Luck and have a happy summer!

Take it Outside continued from page 5....
(July 5th) on “Mammals of Maine from Mice to Moose.” There is also a talk
by Maine’s primary moose biologist, Lee Kantar on July 7. Check the 7LA
website site for details: (https://www.7lakesalliance.org/ ). Keep an eye on
the sign in front of the building as events are being added all the time. Get
on their email notification list for updates. I encourage everyone to take
advantage of the wealth of recreational opportunities this area offers. Do
like they used to in “the good old days” and take a kid fishing, or on a hike,
or paddling in a canoe. It’s how memories are made. Or take a parent, so
they can become a kid again.

Left: Loon with chick on
back on Long Pond.. Right:
Moose on the loose
at The Mountain,

Book Sale
Gently used books!

Sunday July 3rd
9 am ± 1 pm
Belgrade Center for All Seasons
1 Center Drive, Route 27
YOUR HEALTH IS IMPORTANT TO US! Please follow current
social distancing guidelines and use hand sanitizer.
For information, call 649-4238.
Sponsored by:

The Friends of the Belgrade Public Library
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… Serving the Central Maine Lakes & Kennebec River Corridor

A Resident-Centered Lifestyle in a
Classic Maine Village
Our campus offers the privacy of your own cottage or apartment
with all the benefits and amenities of a full-service community!
Best of all, there is always a helping hand, should the need arise.

Count on us:
• Exceptional quality of care
• Fabulous dining options
• Engaging & safe social programs
• Beautiful surroundings

Schedule a personal visit call:

207.626.7786
Cottage Homes, Independent Living,
Assisted Living & Memory Care
60 Balsam Drive | Hallowell, ME | GraniteHillEstates.com
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